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Eight Zeroes
Alex Benthien ‘16 gives us the scoop on 
LC’s centennial fundraiser.What is it? 
How is the money being used? Find out 
more on page 3.

Pick-Me-Up
Rachel Shin ‘18 is here to discuss the re-
storative properties of hot chocolate on 

page 5.

Iron Chef Phil
Philip Cui ‘15 joins the Melange for some 
serious conversation about pasta-making. 
See more on page 7.

Santa?
Happy Holidays from the Log! For your 
reading pleasure, the editorial staff  has 
put together a holiday wishlist on page 
12.

THE HOLIDAY EDITION

If you see something, say something. 
Have something you think needs to be written about? Tell us more at log@loomis.org or at lclogblog.blogspot.com

A Midsummer 
Night’s...
um...line?

by Sam Cox ‘16
News Editor

Every other year, we flip on 
the TV, read signs in front yards, 
or crack open our mailboxes 
and read names. We see Foley, 
Malloy, Blumenthal, Murphy, 
Larson, Esty - and know that 
election season is upon us.

Our country’s government 
changed dramatically last 
month. The 2014 Midterm elec-
tions marked the first time since 
G.W. Bush’s second term that 
Republicans have held full Con-
gressional power. 

To gain control of Congress, 
the Republican Party, or GOP, 
had to win over the previously 
Democratic-controlled Senate, 
as well as maintain their major-
ity in the House. However, few 
contests were considered gimme 
wins for either party, especially 
in the Senate. 

One of the closest Senate rac-
es took place in Virginia - a state 
known to be more conservative 
- where the incumbent Senator 
Mark Warner beat his Republi-
can challenger by a mere 16,000 
votes. 

M e a n w h i l e , R e p u b l i c a n s 
proved victorious in other swing 
states, coming away from tight 
Senate races in North Carolina, 
Colorado and Iowa. They also 
took seats from Democrats in 
Montana, South Dakota, West 
Virginia, Alaska and Arkansas. 

The Republicans didn’t mere-
ly maintain their majority in the 

House of Representatives, but 
took an additional twelve seats 
from the Democrats to further 
strengthen their party’s pres-
ence. Although some races in 
the House were close, including 
three runoff elections in Louisi-
ana, the majority of contentions 
favored Republicans. Additions 
to the GOP stronghold in the 
House include District wins in 
Maine, New York, Iowa, Nevada, 
and Texas.

Further control of the House 
by the GOP served to diversify 
the Republican party. For exam-
ple, Mia Love, who beat the in-
cumbent Democrat in Utah’s 4th 
District, became the first black 
woman in the history of the 
Republican party to be elected 
to either the House or the Sen-
ate. Additionally, Elise Stefanik, 
who was elected to New York’s 
21st district, became the young-
est woman in Congress history 
at only 30 years old. This much-
needed diversification among 
Republicans will hopefully help 
the parties credibility in hot 
topic issues like immigration re-
form and abortion. 

Gubernatorial races proved 
that Congress was not the only 
red-leaning body of power this 
election season. Although Dem. 
Dannel Malloy squeaked out 
a win here in Connecticut, Il-
linois incumbent Dem. Gov. 
Quinn was ousted from his gov-
ernor’s mansion. 

(continued on page 2)

A Midterm 
Election

umm..what?

College Decisions!
How to talk to the monsters the seniors have become
by Michael Carter ‘15

Editor in Chief

‘Tis the season to be jolly—or, in the case of most of the se-
niors around campus, worried, testy, and seemingly ready to 
snap. Why? Because the fi rst round of early college decisions 
is almost through, and for a lot of us the colleges we’re hear-
ing back from are our fi rst choices, the most selective colleges, 
the colleges we’ve always kind of pictured ourselves at when we 
think about college in general. So naturally, the stakes are high, 
and it’s the time of the year when all of those decisions are com-
ing in slowly but surely and with a whole lot of noise—whether 
it be excessive cheering in the dining hall (I know it’s annoy-
ing, and you shouldn’t do it, but let them have their moment) 
or excessive sobbing in the dining hall (I guess it happens). It’s a 
time of trial and solidarity for the seniors, but for all the under-
classmen it can be rather baffl  ing—that’s why in this issue I’ll be 
going  through a couple of rules for handling our fl ying-off -the-
handle senior friends.

 
1. Mind Your Own Business
Th is doesn’t mean “ignore the seniors.” It just means to be del-

icate around them. Th e most important thing to understand is 
that a senior’s college decisions are very personal, and that if they 
want you to know they will graciously allow you to know, and 
that if they don’t want you to know they won’t tell you and that’s 

their own decision and you should respect that. As interesting 
as the decisions are, you don’t need to know. Th erefore, don’t go 
around to the seniors and ask “What college are you applying to? 
Did you get in?” Th at’s a little forward, and it defi nitely puts the 
pressure on. Rather, you want to approach them non-confronta-
tionally and make sure that they have the comfortable option to 
withhold information. Here’s a stellar example:

You: Hey, what’s up! 
Senior: Not much, you?
You: I’m alright. Have you heard from any colleges yet?
Senior: Yeah, I did.
You: Coolio.
See? In that example your senior friend clearly wasn’t com-

fortable talking about college, but you gave him the space to end 
the conversation and he did. You can probably assume that the 
news wasn’t good, but it makes it so much worse for him to have 
to say it out loud. You really did him a solid with that one. Good 
for you. Here’s another one:

You: Hey, what’s up!
Senior: Not much, you?
You: I’m alright. When do you hear from colleges?
Senior: Tomorrow, actually! I’m really nervous.
You: Oh wow! Are you telling people where?
Senior: Yeah, it’s from University of Phoenix, actually.
You: Coolio. Good luck!
(continued on page 9)
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by Kirsten Mossberg ‘16
Contributer

From the day you step into 
that little red barn for audi-
tions to closing night where you 
find yourself taking your final 
bow and avoid any flying roses 
(or rotten tomatoes), you com-
mit yourself to the exhilarat-
ing process of creating a show. 
While every person’s NEO ex-
perience differs greatly, I will 
attempt to give you an adequate 
behind-the-scenes look into the 
building of this year’s LC NEO 
fall production, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream in which I played 
Titania, the fairy queen. 

 Many people look at me with 
disbelief when I tell them just 
how many hours we practice 
weekly (2.25 hours daily with 
the exception of 6 hour practices 
on Wednesday and Saturday).  It 
seems like a lot, but every mil-
lisecond spent is indispensable 
toward building the show. For 
example, it can take as much as 
two hours to stage a scene if not 
more. Rehearsal time, however, 
does go by quite quickly when 
your character just sleeps on top 
of some green and silver exer-
cise balls for three consecutive 
scenes. 

So let’s start from the very 
beginning, a very good place 
to start working those abs be-
cause lord knows you’re going 
to need them in tip top shape 
for the show that’s coming up in 
TWO months. Especially near 

the beginning of the process, 
warm ups usually take up the 
first fifteen minutes of every 
rehearsal. We plank for about 
one to two minutes while re-
citing tongue twisters and the 
alphabet backwards in order to 
learn how to prevent physical 
strain from noticeably slipping 
into our voices when we even-
tually perform. Many of my non 
theatrical friends remark upon 
how uncomfortable it must be 
to rehearse with all the people 
whom you just had to com-
pete with to get a part. I would 
not deny that in the beginning 
there’s always some awkward-
ness, but that lasts for about five 
seconds because people’s minds 
soon become preoccupied with 
the pains of planking. In addi-
tion to the physical work out, 
we do other types of exercise 
to strengthen our minds and 
encourage cast bonding. In one 
exercise, you have to close your 
eyes and trust your partner to 
lead you around the space while 
Mr. McCamish, our director, 
puts obstacles in your path. Ob-
viously a strong sense of trust 
develops among the cast, and I 
think we all get so close in the 
end because everything we en-
dure: the planking, the long 
hours, Damon’s incessant and 
terrible puns, etc, we endure to-
gether. Wait a second, I haven’t 
even talked about tech week. I’m 
not allowed to get sappy yet!

(continued on page 4)
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NEWSNEWS

Seismic Shifts in Government: 2014 Midterms

by Sara Corsetti ‘16
Staff Writer

Whether you organized it, ex-
perienced it, or simply received 
the email raising awareness of 
the event, if you are a student 
or faculty member at Loomis 
Chaffee odds are you heard about 
the Haunted House hosted this 
Halloween on campus. The un-
precedented event, organized by 
Loomis’s PSO, proved a success, 
raising an unexpectedly large 
sum of money, all of which was 
donated to the Unicef Founda-
tion.

Though most only witnessed 
the final product, the event re-
quired intricate planning and 
determination to be executed 
successfully. The fright-fest was 
organized by PSO, who collective-
ly spent hours not only hosting 
the event but promoting, gather-
ing supplies, and transforming 
the former college office into var-
ious bloodcurdling scenes. The 
process of the planning was simi-
lar to that of any well-organized 
event. After receiving approval 
for the project, the group made 
their first advance with a visit to 
Party City, where they purchased 
the spooky decorations used in 
their set. Members of the PSO 
then began to set up these deco-
rations about three days in ad-
vance, utilizing their free time to 
complete the amount of work that 
went into the final product.

 Having attended the haunted 
house myself, I was impressed 
by the effort and thoroughness 
of the set. After paying, I was di-
rected inside what I knew as the 
old college office, but found noth-
ing of the sort. The building was 
mainly dark, though as I walked 
from room to room there were 

rare exceptions of light that still 
somehow 

seemed to add to the gloom 
of the scape. Each chamber was 
chillingly decorated, including 
various details like fake blood and 
students who had volunteered to 
pop out and scare visitors. While 
some students appeared slightly 
nervous, others seemed to be 
enjoying themselves, clearly en-
tertained by the experience. Af-
ter visiting each room, I left the 
building feeling like my money 
was well spent.

    Without good cause, one can 
imagine the hesitation to pay for 
a student-orchestrated haunted 
house for the sheer thrill of a 
good scare. However, the benefits 
of giving to a good cause proved 
to sway the masses. While the 
haunted house project provided a 
lot of ghostly fun for the Loomis 
Community, the overarching goal 
was to raise funds for a very wor-
thy cause, the United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency 
Fund, or Unicef. Raising a total 
$670, the proceeds were sent to 
the organization and will be used 
to benefit children in need across 
the globe. 

    Although the building used 
for this year’s haunted house is to 
be transformed into Cutler Dorm 
in the future, the possibility of 
hosting another haunted house 
on campus stands, and may prove 
a future annual festivity. When 
asked her opinion towards mak-
ing the possibility of making the 
event a tradition, Junior PSO-
member Abby Marmer com-
ments, “Yeah, I would definitely 
do it again, it was work but it 
was worth it.” So what can be ex-
pected of the haunted house next 
year? We’ll just have to wait and 
see.

Happy Hour 4:00pm to 6:00pm M-F 
Lattes for $2.00! 

(Flavors and shots extra)
Open Monday through Saturday

And we deliver!
Check it out at www.226jazz.org

LC’S FIRST 
Haunted House

by Sam Cox ‘16
News Editor

Paul Mounds Jr. 03’ was 
a four year boarder student 
from East Hartford, CT. He 
served as President of his 
Senior Class, Kravis Prefect, 
Resident Assistant in Tay-
lor, and tri-captain of the 
Varsity Football, Basketball, 
and Baseball teams. Cur-
rently, Paul serves as Direc-
tor of Government Relations 
for Connecticut Governor 
Dannel P. Malloy, as the 
Governor’s chief liaison to 
the Connecticut Legislature. 
Previously, he was the Com-
munications Director for US 
Congressman John B. Lar-
son and Deputy State Direc-
tor for U.S. Senator Richard 
Blumenthal.

SC: Did any experience, 
person, event etc. inspire 
you at your time at Loomis, 
and how 

did it/they affect you?

PM: One of my most 
memorable moments during 
my time at Loomis was win-
ning the Spoon Game versus 
the Kent School in my senior 
year on a game winning field 
goal by my Loomis room-
mate Paul Mandelson 03’. To 
win the game against a for-
midable Kent squad a com-
plete team effort was needed 
and more importantly we 
had to trust and believe 
in each other. The lesson I 
learned from that one game 
remains with me today in 
my professional career - you 
must seize the moment when 
it is in front of you. You can 
either control your own des-
tiny or just be a footnote in 
someone else’s story. 

SC: Why did you decide to 
go into politics? 

PM: I decided to pursue 
a career in public service 
because I learned from my 
parents from a young age 
that benevolence and charity 
are important traits to pos-
sess. There is no greater feel-
ing than going out of one’s 
comfortable zone and going 
above and beyond to pro-
vide service and assistance 
to others. Politics is the art 
of understanding the mind-
set and opinions of the peo-
ple you serve, and the only 
way you can be successful in 
politics is by being willing to 
escape your personal bubble 

and truly putting yourself in 
others’ shoes. The political 
path I am on has allowed me 
to remain the same person 
I was at Loomis Chaffee - 
competitive, inquisitive, car-
ing, and goal-driven.

SC: Congrats on the mid-
term election win. What 
were some of the biggest is-
sues Malloy 

and his team faced leading 
to the election, and how did 
they help or hinder on elec-
tion day? (Healthcare, Gun 
legislation, Minimum wage 
etc.)

PM: I have had the great 
honor of working on cam-
paigns on all levels-Congres-
sional to municipal elections 
- and this year’s Gubernato-
rial election had the same 
ups and downs as the pre-
vious elections I worked 
in. The Malloy campaign 
remained committed to 
not running away from our 
legislative and policy record 
from the past four years. 
Yes, we had to make tough 

policy decisions to ensure 
Connecticut moves forward 
economically and remains 
competitive but we also 
passed important policies 
that led to us being the first 
state to pass a $10.10 mini-
mum wage, comprehensive 
gun reform in the wake of 
the tragedy at Sandy Hook, 

and the first Energy Strategy 
in the State’s history. This is 
our record, and unlike many 
candidates across the coun-
try we embraced our record 
from the past four years, and 
were not afraid to speak to 
the voters of Connecticut 
about our Democratic val-
ues. Candidates of elections 
are a reflection of their re-
cords , and we embraced 
ours. Our record is not per-
fect, but the voters of Con-
necticut respected the tough 
decisions we made and felt it 
was important in compari-
son to our opponent, that 
Governor Malloy was the 
right leader for Connecticut 
and deserved to continue his 
vision for the State for a sec-
ond term

SC: Anything you think 
we should look forward to 
in the next four years, within 
CT as well 

as the rest of the country?

PM: In Connecticut, Gov-
ernor Malloy will continue 
to focus on improving the 

state’s economy. Even with 
the unemployment rate in 
the state at levels below the 
great recession, our econom-
ic recovery must continue 
and we must pass legislation 
that will grow and retain 
jobs. With the gridlock we 
are seeing in the U.S. Con-
gress that will further per-

petuate with republican rule 
in the House and Senate and 
a Democratic President, it 
will be incumbent on states 
to take on roles usually led 
by the U.S. Government, for 
example funding our aging 
transportation infrastruc-
ture and enhancing educa-
tion opportunities for our 
youth. Americans want their 
government to be responsive 
and innovative, and focused, 
however, Congress has dis-
played that they are neither, 
which will lead to a growing 
frustration from voters. 

SC: Lastly, what would 
you say to your former high 
school self knowing what 
you know now. Any tips for 
those looking to go into pol-
itics?

My advice to both my for-
mer self and to individuals 
interested in politics are the 
following:

1) It is ok to ask for advice 
and utilize it- You become 
smarter when you ask smart 

people for guidance

2) When you fail, 
just try again. Failing 
once doesn’t mean the 
end of the task or goal, 
it just represents the 
beginning of the jour-
ney.

3) Listen first, Talk 
second - Information 
is received through 
your ears, individuals 
in politics are eager to 
be first and loudest to 
talk. Listening is the 
best way to obtain in-
formation and under-
standing how to get 
your task done.

4) Slow down and 
enjoy the moment - I 
have been lucky to 
work in historic sites 
like the U.S. Capitol. 
One day on the way to 
a meeting in the Capi-
tol rotunda I stopped 
and looked around. 

I realized I work in a 
building every day where 
people come from all over 
the world to see and expe-
rience the history; I started 
to appreciate how lucky I 
truly was and began having 
a deeper appreciation for ev-
ery moment had there.

After the Island: Paul Mounds Jr. ‘03
LC Ideals Carried to the Capitol

(continued from page 1)

Three other states, Massa-
chusetts, Arkansas and Mary-
land, also faced the transition 
to a Republican senator. 

Magazines and media out-
lets such as High Times made 
seemingly absurd claims de-
claring marijuana the winning 
factor of these midterms - but 
they may not be far from the 
truth. Marijuana was legalized 
for recreational and personal 
growing purposes in Alaska, 
a state that remained heavily 
conservative this election. 

Furthermore, America has 
been watching Colorado and 
Washington closely to see how 
their 2012 legalization mea-
sures have panned out. Colo-
rado has since brought in close 
to $30 million in revenue from 
recreational pot alone, un-
doubtedly inspiring other states 
to consider similar measures. 
Oregon and Washington D.C. 
both legalised marijuana for 
recreational purposes. 

In Washington state, a gun 
violence prevention bill that 

would require all firearm pur-
chasers to go through a back-
ground check passed with 60% 
of voter support, a good sign 
for gun violence advocates in a 
heavily right-wing dominated 
election. 

The NRA fought, and lost, to 
the support of Michael Bloom-
berg’s “Everytown for Gun 
Safety” and entrepreneur Nick 
Hanauer’s $500,000 support to-
wards the Washington gun bill. 
NRA advocate Brian Judy criti-
cized Jewish Hanauer for sup-
porting the bill, calling the leg-
islation similar to the measures 
Nazi Germany took before the 
Holocaust. 

Judy said behind closed 
doors, “Now, he (Hanauer) has 
put half-a-million dollars to-
ward this policy, the same pol-
icy that led his family getting 
run out of Germany by the Na-
zis... It’s like (laughter)... How 
stupid can they - you know?”. 

His remarks were countered 
by Washington Senator Da-
vid Frockt and Representative 
Reuven Carlyle of Seattle. In 
a joint statement, they said, 
“In 2014, it is really shameful 
to hear a key political opera-

tive stereotype whole groups of 
people when they think the 
doors are closed and the cam-
eras are off ”.  

During election week, 
Obama’s disapproval rating 
hovered at 54%. When ques-
tions regarding regained Re-
publican control in Congress 
during a Democratic presiden-
cy arose, it’s easy to point out 
that Obama’s mistakes and un-
popularity caused Americans 
to vote indifferently against his 
party. 

Obama’s unpopularity raises 
questions for the 2016 Presi-
dential election. A bid by Hill-
ary Clinton would likely have 
her as the democratic frontrun-
ner, but American dissatisfac-
tion with Obama could likely 
boost the chances of a Repub-
lican’s occupation of the Oval 
Office. 

This week, the House passed 
a $1.1 trillion spending bill, 
narrowly avoiding another gov-
ernment shutdown like the one 
we saw last year. Whether this 
is a sign of new bipartisanship 
and congressional cooperation, 
only time will tell. 
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“Z-Team” and Seasoned Veteran Talk Debate

That’s a lot of 
Zeroes:
A Breakdown of the 
Centennial Annual 
Fund
by Alex Benthien ‘16

Staff Writer

On October 23, many Loo-
mis faculty members attended 
a trustees meeting in New 
York City in honor of the Cen-
tennial year of the Loomis 
Chaffee School. Mr. Bob De-
Coninck, an attendee and As-
sociate Director of Studies at 
our school, described the gala 
as “a grand celebration of the 
hundred years of this school… 
[involving] eloquent speeches 
by the chair of the board of 
trustees, the chair of the fun-
draising committee, and Dr. 
Culbert, as well as a beauti-
ful violin performance by Si-
rena Huang (’12).” This mo-
mentous moment called for a 
special shortening of the day’s 
commitment for the attendees. 
Faculty who were invited only 
had a half day instead of the 
normal 8.30am-3.20pm day. In 
honor of the school’s one-hun-
dredth year, the “Our Time is 
Now” campaign moved from a 
private phase to a public ini-
tiative, with an ultimate goal 
of $100,000,000 to be raised. 
That’s a lot of zeroes. “Where 
is all of this money coming 
from?” you may ask, or rather, 
“Why are we raising it?” and 
“What is it going towards?”

First and foremost, the basic 
idea of the campaign is to fun-
nel newly raised finances to 
five main areas of the school: 
Facilities, Financial Aid, The 
Annual Fund, Faculty Sup-

port, and Academic Program-
ing. Our campus has already 
raised $69 million in total dur-
ing the initial private stages of 
the campaign starting in the 
summer of 2011, and we have 
already seen the construction 
Richmond Hall and the early 
stages of Cutler Dormitory, 
the two constructions altering 
the Loomis Chaffee’s boarding 
to day student ratio closer to 
a 70–30 split, up from around 
60–40 from before Richmond’s 
completion. Also, currently in 
the works are renovated din-
ing halls, and a bigger campus 
center even beyond the mag-
nitude of the SNUG to accom-
modate a higher population of 
boarding students and provide 
office spaces for faculty. For 
many athletes, the news of a 
possible second, multi-sport 
turf field installed may be the 
most exciting news so far, and 
will definitely be beneficial to 
the heightening of our inter-
scholastic prowess in sports, 
one that all of our teams have 
displayed and contributed to, 
especially within the last de-
cade.

Equally as, if not more 
significant than the visible 
changes in the structure of 
the school are some of the less 
visible and more academics-
based goals. Some of the mon-
ey raised will go towards sala-
ry and living accommodations 
for some of the best teachers 
in the world: ours. In order to 
continue recruiting teachers 

of the highest grade, the bene-
fits and attractive salary we of-
fer must outshine those of our 
competitors’. Most imperative, 
undeniably, is our faculty feel-
ing at home during their stay 
on campus and smoothly inte-
grating into the Loomis com-
munity we all know and love. 
Also aiding the teachers will 
be a portion going towards 
curriculum development and 
enhancement, and the pur-
suit of progressive approaches 
improving the already ad-
vanced education offered at 
our school. The ultimate goal 
is to provide all students, ei-
ther through the outstand-
ing, comprehensively funded 

financial aid program here, 
or through increased funding 
of centers like the Center for 
Global Studies and the new 
Office of Experiential Learn-
ing, which will allow all stu-
dents to participate in a wide 
assortment of activities both 
on and off campus, sharpened 
their minds in a well-rounded 
way.

In talking to both Mr. Nat 
Follansbee and Dr. Sheila Col-
bert, head of the development 
office and head of the school 
respectively, the generous gifts 
that make all of this positive 
change possible are solicited 
personally from accomplished 
alumni, who have the option 

of choosing a purpose for 
their donation or contribut-
ing to the initiatives already 
in place. Some gifts are also 
left in the wills of Loomis al-
ums, which are collected from 
those that have lived past the 
age of sixty-five. In the an-
nual fund raising there also 
exists a final element of mass 
publicizing and garnering of 
capitals, which will be raised 
for specific segments of the 
campaign. Though students 
and teachers will not have a 
direct say in these financial 
matters, Dr. Culbert has stat-
ed with confidence that “[the 
school’s] priorities are driven 
by the mantra of providing the 

best education for [its] stu-
dents and we, [the campaign 
organizers], have [introduced] 
strategic planning processes 
that involve multiple constitu-
encies.”

In essence, the student body 
should rest easy and wholly 
trust that those “running the 
show” will provide us a per-
formance so spectacular and 
breathtaking.

by Gloria Yi ‘17
Staff Writer

Debate  has historically been 
a forum for discussion, persua-
sion, and decision. Whether it 
was about controversial religious 
views or policymaking or for lei-
sure, societies have have viewed 
debate as civil argumentation.  
Now, most students see debate as 
a high school activity, or am ex-
emption from sports. However, 
as our very own Loomis debaters 
can attest, debate is much more 
than that.

Already, our debaters have put 
their speaking and argumentation 
skills at the forefront of tourna-
ments, bringing back a sense of 
achievement and retelling victo-
ries of the day, both big and small. 
Most recently, the duo of Laurie 
Zielinski ’16 and Alex Zilkha ’16 
– the powerful “Z-team” – went 
undefeated (3-0) in the Advanced 
Division of the last Connecti-
cut Debate Association (CDA) 
tournament on October 25. They 
debated the question “Should Na-
tions permit secession and self-
determination.” Teams were given 
a dense 10-page compilation of 
articles pertaining to the topic, 
and had exactly one hour to digest 
information. Putting their brains 
together, The Z-Team prepared 
contentions for both sides and 
piled together evidence for sup-
port, pulling together a strategy. 

Since the last round is based on 
the teams’ performances in the 
first two debates, it is often the 
case that you meet strong oppo-
nents, often making this the most 
“interesting” debate of the day. 
For Laurie and Alex, the highlight 
of the day was winning the third 
and final round of the day when 
they were faced with a pompous 
pair that made fallacious ad ho-
minem attacks throughout the 
round and strayed too far from 
the terms of the resolution. 

In this interview, the Z-team, 
as well as veteran debater Isabelle 
Raposo ’15 share some exclusive 
tips for beginners, and point out 

why debate is so important. 
 
Any tips for novice debaters?  

How have you become so good?
A.Z. It’s a lot of trial and error!
L.Z. I’ve been debating since 

I was a freshman, so... it’s been a 
long road. I wasn’t very good at 
the beginning.  I still don’t think 
that I’m that great now, but I’m 
better.

A.Z. Stick to the logic.  Stick to 
being the calm force.  You never 
have to be very, very hostile or 
very active in your debate, as long 
as you present a reasonable case, 
as long as you’re polite…

I.R. Some people like emotion 
in your voice when you’re talking 
about emotional topics.  But the 
rest of the time, don’t get worked 
up.  If you signpost, [judges] will 
love you…the more signposting 
you do, the happier they would 
get.

L.Z. A lot of debate is about 
clarity.  The kind of things you 
would think anyway but saying 
them explicitly. And in that re-
gard, I think debate has helped 
me a lot with my thinking and ar-

guing in class because it helps me 
organize my thoughts.

A.Z. The other thing is...re-
member to control your speak-
ing, like the pace at which you’re 
speaking.  It feels as if things are 
going a lot slower when you’re on 
stage, but your pace usually picks 
up.  So remember to keep a steady 
standard pace so that everyone 
can understand, so that every 
word hits home.

 
Do you think of debate as a per-

formance?
I.R. Some people do.
L.Z. Absolutely.  I pretend to be 

a totally different person.
I.R. Some people have props 

that they like to use during the de-
bate…you can turn it into a per-
formance if you want.  Whatever 
makes you feel the most comfort-
able!

A.Z. Some issues, you need to 
dramatize just so that people can 
understand.  Sometimes exag-
gerate, but as long as you stick 
mainly to the facts, it’ll work out.  
Remember the judge votes equal-
ly on the logic as on the feeling.  

While you control your emotion 
you need to pepper it in.

 
What’s your team strategy?
L.Z. (to Alex) You speak first, I 

speak second!
A.Z. That seems to work...
L.Z. You talk again, and I say 

what everyone else has said (good 
parrot!)

A.Z. Yes, that seems to work 
pretty well.  I first lay the founda-
tion and she hits it home.

 
Last thoughts?
A.Z. Remember your argu-

ment is innovation, not imitation.  
Don’t just copy; you have to kind 
of create your own.  Don’t go with 
the obvious.

L.Z. That’s the part that I like 
about debate, actually.  Thinking.  
I’m not so big on the perform-
ing part. Crafting the argument.  
That’s the part that actually helps 
with real life.

A.Z. I mean, when you look 
around here, you see people play-
ing sports, you see people acting, 
and of those skills, maybe one in 
every fifty in whatever sport/af-

ter school activity they’ll keep for 
the rest of their life.  Most people 
won’t play football or water polo 
after college — with the excep-
tion of really, acting, most of the 
sports will die off…but debate is 
constant.  We use it daily.

 
Meanwhile in the novice di-

vision, Gaurang Goel ’17 and 
Tommy Shi ’18 went undefeated 
(3-0) at the St. Sebastian’s nov-
ice debate.  Moreover, Gaurang 
received the first place speaker 
award out of 124 other novices.  
Earlier this year, Loomis had a 
particularly strong showing at the 
September 27 CDA novice scrim-
mage: LC debaters Kyumin Park 
’17, Gloria Yi ’17, and Gaurang 
Goel finished in a three-way tie 
for the first speaker award.  Kyu-
min and Gloria went undefeated; 
with combined scores they were 
the first place team overall.

 
The team dynamic holds a great 

amount of importance.  Personal 
glory is not the point in debate.  
Only through coordinated team 
efforts can a structured case be 

possible.  The performance aspect 
definitely ties into public speak-
ing and building confidence, but 
debate is an intellectual art, a 
team effort.

 
Though the Loomis Chaffee 

Debate Team has consistently 
placed near the top at prep school 
conferences for twenty years now, 
both Mr. Robison and Ms. Ro-
chette, LC’s debate coaches, see 
lots of extra potential this year. 
“We are developing people quite 
rapidly, I think,” announced Mr. 
Robison.  “One thing that’s good 
is that we’ve identified and used 
28 people already in the fall term 
and there is still another group 
of people who are eager to jump 
in.  I think we’re going to do quite 
well.”  There are also a lot of fresh-
men that are interested.  “I think 
we probably already had around 
10 freshmen that have gone.  I’m 
seeing that people are arriving 
these years with some more expe-
rience and interest in debate than 
past years as [debate] has made its 
way down into the middle school 
realm.”

The goal of debate is to improve 
the ability “to passionately express 
yourself clearly and logically, to 
have a sense of how to structure 
the argument, and then to deliver 
that argument clearly and pas-
sionately.”  Mr. Robeson hopes 
to take around 20 to 25 people 
this year for the winter program 
where debaters could “more ef-
fortlessly see how arguments can 
be structured, and work on some 
phrasing and the use of the voice 
and intonation to make the deliv-
ery more convincing and passion-
ate.”

For the dedicated, debate is a 
lifestyle – not only reading the 
newspaper everyday, but also dis-
covering your opinion on a matter 
by formulating arguments for ei-
ther side.  For the reticent, debate 
is a means of speaking out.  For 
the intellectual, debate is an exer-
cise in thinking on your feet.  For 
the interested, debate is a realm of 
possibility to be discovered.
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by Michael Carter
Editor-In-Chief

In this installment we’re 
visiting Sophie Lary-Ka-
plan ’15 and Enya Meade 
’15, two senior girls on 
the infamous third floor 
of Mason. A new junior 
from Westchester and new 
sophomore from Boston, 
respectively, the two have 
bonded over their newness 
to the school and their 
mutual love for all things 
shopping and Netflix, 
sticking together through 
thick and thin to become 
perhaps the closest (and 
sassiest) team on campus.

 
How did you first meet?
Sophie: “We were neigh-

bors last year. (GO M3!) I 
was such a disaster then, I 
literally couldn’t find my 
way from my bed to the 
hallway.”

Enya: “That’s because 
we couldn’t even find your 

floor last year, Sophie. You 
just had a carpet made of 
your own clothing.”

 
What about each other 

made you decide to room?
Sophie: “There’s no one 

that puts up with me like 
Enya does, she’s my per-
son.”

Enya: “Wait, where’s 
that from? Don’t pull your 
Grey’s Anatomy crap on 
me; I’m immune.”

Sophie: “Seriously, I just 
walked up to her and said, 
‘Pick me. Choose me. Love 
me.’ “

What are your favorite 
things to do together?

Enya: “Sometimes, we 
turn off the lights, lock the 
door, and pretend there’s 
nobody knocking outside.” 

Sophie: “We, like, always 
eat food together. An exor-
bitant amount of the time.”

Enya: “We spend a lot of 
alone time together.”

Sophie: “Yeah.”
 
What is your relation-

ship like?
Enya: “It’s like a mother-

daughter relationship, but 
with less yelling.”

Sophie: “There’s a fair 
amount of yelling.”

Enya: “But it’s cute. We’re 
energetic.”

Sophie: “cough cough 
euphemism cough cough”

Enya: “Whatever, Sophie. 
What would you call the 
person who wakes you up 
for class ev-er-y morning.”

Sophie: “My best friend.”
 
Any funny stories about 

rooming together?
Sophie: “People don’t 

know it, but we’re legiti-
mately twins. We are same, 
it’s honestly scary. One 
time, she made it through 
half the day using my ID 
because she accidentally 
took it from the door. She 
even managed to buy her-

self a snack from the snug 
until she realized the stu-
pid thing wasn’t even hers. 
The whole thing was price-
less, especially considering 
that she and I happened to 
be wearing the same outfit 
that day--she copied me, 
I’m sure of it. Regardless 
of the fact that I happened 
to have a sleep in that day 
and didn’t see her until 
T4. But everyone just gets 
us mixed up all the time, 
I can’t even tell you how 
many times a day people 
call me Enya. It’s so an-
noying.”

Enya: “Sophie. Shut up.”
Sophie: “Yes Mom.”
Enya: “Like half of that 

was true.”
Sophie: “Yeah, but which 

half ?”
Enya: “What even are 

you?”
Sophie: “Your roommate 

:D”
Enya: “Lord help me.”

Cutest Roomates:
Sophie Kaplan & Enya Meade ’15

Midsummer Night’s... Um... Line?
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(continued from page 1)

For the next two months, we 
spend all our time blocking ev-
ery scene of the show, develop-
ing our characters, and memo-
rizing lines. I fondly remember 
creeping out into the house 
(where the audience sits) and 
memorizing my 30-something 
line soliloquy while Mr. Mc-
Camish choreographed a fight 
scene between two of the lovers.  
Anytime Mollie had to stage 
punch or stage crotch kick Da-
mon I would memorize another 
line or repeat the passage from 
the beginning. By the end of 
that rehearsal, I knew my lines 
like the back of my hand, and 
Mollie could successfully make 
it look like she was hurting Da-
mon with the back of her hand. I 
rarely had any time to spend on 
matters other than the show, but 
when not working, you could 
probably find me in the green 
room where all sorts of shenani-
gans occur. Rule one of acting: 

stay true to the unspoken rule, 
“what happens in the green 
room stays in the green room.” 

As we approach opening night 
(if you don’t have rock hard abs 
yet, shame on you) the stage be-
gins to come alive with enchant-
ing set pieces and we really feel 
the NEO change into this half 
Elizabethan half Fairy kingdom. 
In addition to a killer set, Ms. 
Bebey, our costume designer, 
brings in some killer options to 
create killer costumes. Words 
cannot describe how amaz-
ing it felt zipping up my tawny 
leather corset for the first time 
and feeling that I had truly be-
come Titania. It really does take 
more than just good actors to 
bring a show to life, and I think 
everyone would agree when 
I say we owe a lot to our tech-
nicians or “techies” as they’re 
fondly called; for without them, 
we would have no show. These 
NEO ninjas (they wear all black 
and always seem to be in mul-
tiple places at once) make all the 
magic happen whether they’re 
controlling the lights, creating 

sounds cues or building our set. 
As much as I wish, I simply don’t 
naturally emanate beams of light 
when I speak. The illumina-
tion comes from a well placed 
spotlight controlled by a techie. 
Since actors are inherently cra-
zy, one can expect them to lose 
their minds at some point, but 
a techie is always calm, cool, 
and collected, even if they feel 
like they might be going crazy 
themselves. Actors and techies 
balance each other out; one can-
not exist without the other. So, if 
you see a techie today, give them 
a hug. They deserve it. 

We’ve finally made it. The 
show is blocked, our costumes 
are ready, and the only thing 
left to do is weave together the 
technical and theatrical aspects 
of the show. This union happens 
over a week known notoriously 
as tech week. If I were to sum 
up tech week into one word, it 
would be “chaos”. You have a 
week until you open and the 
show currently looks like a train 
wreck, like a five-cargo-trains-
all-simultaneously-colliding-

into-each-other” type of train 
wreck. In addition to lines, you 
have to worry about your hair, 
makeup, costume, props, and 
much more. Snacks brought in 
by parents certainly help to ease 
the stress, but even Mrs. Aleia’s 
cream cheese frosted pumpkin 
squares can’t solve everything.  
During tech week, it feels like 
your teachers purposefully dou-
bled your homework load, and 
you’re not sure you’re even go-
ing to make it to opening night. 
It’s not until you have your first 
runthrough in full dress and 
tech that your mind stops racing 
for one moment and you real-
ize just what a masterpiece the 
show has become.

Congrats! You survived tech 
week, and now you’re actually 
ready to put on a show! Walk-
ing down the hall you could 
probably hear anything ranging 
from Beyoncé and Marina and 
the Diamonds to 50’s classics 
and heavy metal playing from 
the boys’ and girls’ dressing 
rooms. The whole area bursts 
with energy and good vibes. I 

don’t think you could find any 
other place on campus where 
guys are applying chubby stick 
eyeliner to their lips because 
they’ve mistaken it for lipstick 
while jamming out to Bohemian 
Rhapsody. After about an hour 
and a half of crazed preparation, 
the house opens, and then the 
show begins. Every show is as 
memorable as the last, and now 
the cast has an opportunity to 
bond with the audience through 
this magical production. You 
may not realize it, but you’ve be-
come part of our process too so 
I guess you could say….we’re all 
in this together! *cue music, cue 
childhood nostalgia* Seriously 
though, thank you for just being 
there, your support does more 
for us than you may know. As 
the week goes on, the cast only 
gets closer with each show, and 
by the end we’re practically a 
conglomerate mass of emotions 
and happiness. It sounds cheesy, 
but Swiss really is different. We 
all just feel so Gouda after pull-
ing off a show. Cheesus! Da-
mon’s bad puns have worn off 

on me. 
After the last show, we begin 

striking the set the next day and 
returning the NEO back into its 
original state. We pay our last 
respects to the work, and exit 
the show with grace and digni-
ty. Secretly we’re all wondering 
what the heck we’re going to do 
with our lives now, but that’s a 
problem for tomorrow. Granted, 
we have some crazy pre-show 
rituals: most of us worship Mi-
randa Sings (what the even 
heeck?), and if you walk past 
the dressings rooms, you may be 
lucky enough to hear the sounds 
of Nordic chants (courtesy of 
Brendan Nelson), but I assure 
you, the theatre kids are not a 
cult. We’re just an extremely 
enthusiastic, certifiably insane, 
close and affectionate fam-
ily with theatrical tendencies.  
And who could ask for anything 
more? Now take pains, be per-
fect, Adieu.
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Winter 101: Hot Chocolate

Thanksgiving Spirit

by Rachel Shin ‘18
Contributor

What pops up in your head 
when you think of the word “hot 
chocolate”? The cold winter days 
of sitting in front of a stove with 
a mug of steaming hot choco-
late in hand, careful not to burn 

yourself? The perfect reward af-
ter standing in the cold all day 
at your sport game? Or maybe, 
your thoughts are immediately 
drawn to the melting marshmal-
lows stewing on top.

As the warm summer weather 
draws to a close, Loomis students 
have a lot to say about this mat-

ter. “Hot chocolate is the reason I 
wake up every morning,” reveals 
Kelly White ‘17. “I watch the 
marshmallows swirl around. I 
sip it in and burn my tongue. But 
the creamy goodness takes away 
the pain,” Sydney Steward ‘17 re-
ports dreamily. “Hot chocolate 
is a seasonal drink because it’s 

really nice in the winter and fall 
also it’s easy to make,” EJ Bill ‘18 
and Emma Straub ’18 announce.

During the last week of fall 
term, a big crowd of LC fans 
stood obstinately by the turf to 
watch the football match against 
Choate. The night was one of leg-
gings beneath sweats and under 

armour beneath sweatshirts. De-
spite the sudden harsh weather, 
the crowd stayed there for more 
than an hour in an ardent desire 
to cheer on our beloved football 
team. As soon as the game came 
to an end, the fans all began a 
hasty dash to the Snug, all with 
one thing in mind: hot chocolate. 
Entering the Snug, a long line of 
shivering students waiting for 
a warm beverage to sooth the 
coldness had accumulated. Relief 
filled the faces of the lucky few 
who were already drinking their 
hot chocolate. Watching in jeal-
ousy, those in line were only met 
with an overwhelming eagerness 
to warm up with hot chocolate. 

With the unforgiving winter 
of new England, hot chocolate 
is but a necessity as Loomis. But 
how does hot chocolate effect 
our health? 

The many chocoholics may 
feel guilty for constantly craving 
hot chocolate, nutella, or other 
chocolate products, but now I 
will give you all an excuse for 
your guilty pleasure: “Drinking 
two cups of hot chocolate a day 
may keep the brain healthy and 
prevent memory decline in older 
people by preserving blood flow 
in working areas of the brain,” 
a report by Harvard Medical 
school states. 60 dementia free 
people of an average age of 73 
years old were recruited as a 
team for this experiment regard-
ing the possible effect that cocoa 

consumption has on memory 
performance and neuromuscular 
coupling. The team was asked to 
refrain from consuming any oth-
er type of chocolate while they 
drank two cups of hot chocolate 
each day for thirty days. During 
the beginning of the study, 18 of 
the 60 participants had impaired 
neuromuscular coupling. How-
ever, the neuromuscular cou-
pling improved by 8.3% towards 
the end of the study. Not only did 
their blood flow in their brain 
change, but also helped preserve 
memory. While it took them 167 
seconds to finish the test prior 
to the experiment, after a month 
of consuming hot chocolate, the 
time shrunk to 116 seconds. 

Though potentially unex-
pected, there are many benefits 
of hot chocolate to the mind 
and body. Despite the common 
comments highlighting that hot 
chocolate is unhealthy, we now 
know that this refreshment is in 
fact an outstanding drink. Dur-
ing the upcoming long winter 
season, lets take advantage of 
the hot chocolate served around 
campus, not only for the plea-
sure felt but also for our very 
own well being. 

by Owen Bass ‘17
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving, a holiday 
originally created to appre-
ciate the harvest at the end 
of fall, has lost its true iden-
tity. Today, most employ-
ers and schools give their 
employees and students a 
long weekend, starting on 
Thursday, to spend time 
with their families and ap-
preciate much of what is 
taken for granted in daily 
life. In recent years, how-
ever, the focus of Thanks-
giving weekend has shifted 
to encompass a more com-
mercial and selfish demean-
or. Black Friday was created 
by major retail corporations 
in order to attract custom-
ers by providing large dis-
counts. Beginning as early as 
thanksgiving afternoon and 
running until Sunday, this 
tradition has transformed 
Thanksgiving, a once al-
truistic celebration and ap-
preciation, into a greedy 
obsession of materialistic 
desires. Shoppers become 
so consumed in getting the 
best deals during this new 
“holiday” that they go as far 
as trampling others to death 
in order to take advantage of 

the unbelievable promotons. 
Data from Dailetdot.com 
and BlackFridaydeathcount.
com, yes that is a thing, re-
veal that seven people have 
died and at least ninety have 
been injured during Black 
Friday since 2006. A few of 
those injuries, all occurring 
in Wal-Marts, resulted from 
the following incidents: 
shoppers pepper sprayed 
by police over an argument 
about a TV, a stabbing in 
the parking lot, shootings 
over a parking space; the 
list goes on and on. Target 
shoppers even went as far 
as trampling a man, Walter 
Vance, to death just to en-
ter a store and begin mak-
ing purchases. All of these 
incidents raise a question: 
are people in America today 
less appreciative for what 
they have than ever before? 
Of course they are! Forty 
percent of Americans don’t 
even bother voting when all 
over the world people are 
fighting for democracy and 
open elections in countries 
such as Egypt and Syria. So, 
fellow Americans, i ask you 
to consider this question: 
are you truly appreciative 
for what you have?

by Ben Fu ‘17
Staff Writer

When Apple released iOS 7 in late 
2013, the new-look mobile operating sys-
tem took the world by storm.  In terms 
of user interface, the clean app logos, 
glossy white theming, and the modern 
font intrigued iPhone users. Upon using 
the new operating system, many iPhone 
users discovered nifty little features iOS 
7 had to offer, including quick Spotlight 
access with a simple swipe down, Air-
Drop, and a revamped Notification Cen-
ter. Following the major success of iOS 7, 
it is understandable that Apple wanted to 
create another splash in the technological 
world just as big. About a year after the 
momentous release of iOS 7, Apple gift-
ed Mac users with a new operating sys-
tem, christening it after a national park 
in California, which, like iOS 7, sported 
the new spartan design theme. “This new 
operating system is every bit as powerful 
as it looks. It’s like getting a whole new 
Mac,” the developers claim. Yet, are these 
bold claims about OS X Yosemite valid?

The most noticeable change in OS X 
Yosemite is the new interface: crisper, 
clearer, and significantly more modern 
than its predecessor, OS X Mavericks. 
Similarly to iOS 7, the majority of Yo-
semite has lost its glassy texture for-
merly exhibited in previous models. 
These features, weak shading, flatness, 
and brightness, have defined the modern 
theme. OS X Mavericks has certainly ac-
complished this; all the latest app logos 

in the dock have very minimal shading 
compared to those of previous operating 
systems. Some users criticize the new app 
logos, especially the new folder icons, 
to look childish, while others enjoy the 
modernization. Yosemite emphasizes a 
two-dimensional design previously un-
heard of in the Mac interface. The font 
has also changed from Lucida Grande to 
Helvetica Neue, another attempt at visual 
alignment with iOS 7 and another con-
troversial change, as many users are hav-
ing a hard time getting used to the new 
lettering. The new operating system even 
has a dark mode that turns the menu bar 
and dock black, useful for those desiring 
something easier on the eyes or simply 
to experience a new sensation in OS X. 
Definitely consider upgrading to OS X 
Yosemite for the new look if you loved 
the iOS 7 interface update.

Apart from the bold, fresh new inter-
face, OS X Yosemite has also added new 
features in an effort to become more 
user-friendly and convenient. “OS X Yo-
semite provides users with a completely 
new relationship between your Mac and 
iOS devices,” Apple boasts. They have 
certainly delivered. One of the most 
significant new continuity features that 
Yosemite features is Handoff.  Handoff 
allows users to seamlessly use iOS apps 
on their iPhone or iPad on their Mac at 
once. At the moment, apps capable of 
taking advantage of this practical new 
feature are Reminders, Safari, Mail, 
Phone, Notes, Maps, Messages, Calendar, 
Keynote, Pages, Numbers, and Contacts. 

However, there are some drawbacks that 
can make Handoff somewhat obsolete 
for some Apple users. The devices have 
to be within 33 feet of each other. You 
also must have a Mac made in 2012 or 
later, and your iOS device must run iOS 
8. Android users also get absolutely nil 
out of the continuity features. Despite 
some inconveniences in getting Handoff 
to even work in the first place, it still is 
a useful feature that allows the user to 
have a choice of which device to use to 
get things done most effectively. Another 
handy feature Yosemite provides is tak-
ing calls for the user’s iPhone. Yes, OS X 
Yosemite makes it possible for an Apple 
user to answer their phone on their Mac. 
Yet another great continuity feature Yo-
semite offers is a revamped Airdrop. 
Now, the user can transfer files from his/
her iOS devices to and from his/her Mac. 
These are merely some of the additional 
conveniences that Apple has added to 
link OS X to iOS.

All in all, despite its controversial in-
terface modifications as well as its exclu-
siveness in taking advantage of continu-
ity features, OS X Yosemite offers Mac 
users with a fresh new operating system 
engineered for maximum convenience 
without consumers having to ever pull 
open their wallets. Desktop and mobile 
devices gain brilliant ways of working 
together and the new interface is a wel-
come change for those in love with iOS 
7’s design. Mac users should definitely at 
least give this update a try.

Keeping Up With Apple: Yosemite
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by Kenlee Danner ‘18
Contributor

If you haven’t seen Planes, Trains and Au-
tomobiles then what do you even have to be 
thankful for? Arguably John Hughes’s best 
comedy fi lm, this movie is great in all depart-
ments. It will have you laughing and rolling on 
the fl oor and doing other cliche things when 
reacting to an enjoyable movie. Th e fi lm is 
about two totally opposite characters forced 
to empathize with one another, as they inde-
pendently travel from home from New York 
to Chicago to see their families. Although they 
have the common goal 
of getting home in time 
for Th anksgiving, that 
is about all they share. 
Aft er Del Griffi  th 
(played by John Can-
dy) takes Neal Page’s 
cab by accident, Neal 
(played by Steve Mar-
tin) isn’t too pumped 
to see him on the 
plane. Turns out their 
plane can’t land in Chi-
cago, but instead has 
to land in Kansas due 
to a blizzard. Th e pair 
decide to stick together 
for a wacky three day 
adventure including a 
killer angsty 80’s synth 
pop soundtrack, un-
naturally bad luck, re-
ally freakishly strange 
characters (see Owen), 
and Going Th e Wrong 
Way. Aft er all, what is a holiday without a mil-
lion diffi  culties facing you? If you’re lucky you 
might even pick up business tips and tricks 
from Del Griffi  th! Normally a shower curtain 
ring salesman, Griffi  th sells the rings as jewelry 
in one pretty intense scene. Th at’s not the only 
learning opportunity this movie off ers; Steve 
Martin teaches you how to not rent a car from 
Marathon, and John Candy shows you how to 
properly display a Casio. Topped with how to 
react to a fi re within a moving vehicle before, 
this movie is educational at the very least. 

 Planes, Trains, and Automobiles really hits 
home in the end. Packed with humor, friend-
ship, and self realization, it will leave you 
thankful for your friends and family. Most im-
portantly, you’ll be thankful that you watched 
it. It’s cool, you can thank me later.

by Winda Wanikpun ‘16
Columnist

On a more serious note this week, I bring you a fl urry of things 
you should do to avoid the fl u! Just joshing, the fl u is just code 
for “DAY STUDENT FRIEND, PLS BUY ME DUNKIN I’M 
SICK”, and who would want to avoid that, amiright? Intro intro 
intro, *something witty about Taylor Swift ’s new album*, here is 
a list about why fall will be missed/why it’s so cold right now. I’m 
totally kidding about the second part because what is weather 
anymore. But I’m really hoping fall will be missed, if not, then 
well, excUUUUUuse me. I hope it’s missed kind of like how 
Amanda Bynes circa What A Girl Wants is missed, I guess? I 
don’t know, words words words here we go.

1. Leaves
What? I thought trees were just huge broccoli! Wait, maybe 

broccoli are just small trees. And soup that tastes great is just 
souper! But then the broccoli turned around and said “Canned 
you not?” Leaves sprout out from trees, they fall, people step on 
them, they stay on the ground: it’s the circle of life. Sometimes I 
just look at the leaves on the ground and wonder what it’s like to 
be Rihanna for a day. I feel like I’d just end up singing in Madi-
son Square Garden, “WE FOUND STRING IN A ROPELESS 
PLACE!”

2. Pumpkin-everything
Wowza, what a revelation! Are pumpkins fruit or vegetables? 

Maybe they’re both, maybe they’re just rocks shaped like pump-
kins. Th is might be as controversial as to whether not a tomato 
is a fruit, a vegetable, or a small, demonic reincarnation of Child 
Macaulay Culkin. Well, anyway, I sometimes have a feeling I 
can drink fi ve PSLs’ in one sitting at Starbucks, but then I think, 
mmm, better not. Worst way to die? PSL blood poisoning. Worst 
way to live? To not be constantly holding a PSL. Worst way to 
end your day? To discover Twisty the clown’s face carved onto a 
pumpkin in the dark common room at midnight while drinking 
a PSL *spills PSL on self* Don’t be so basic – 60,000 calories re-
ally isn’t worth it. 

3. Th e Rain
Rain is nice. Rain is calming. Rain makes things grow. Rain is 

mostly benevolent. But sometimes rain isn’t.
Rain ruins good hair days and tribal-printed suede rain boots.  

Rain ruins spray tans. Rain makes you want to throw up and 
cry because you were running into town and you thought you 
were sweating calories off  when it was actually raining the en-
tire time. Rain waters down your double green smoothie from 
Whole Foods. Rain makes babies cry. Rain made you trip over 
a leaf in front of the library and you were subsequently late to 
Latin. Rain got you a Saturday night study hall that one time you 
were late to Latin. 

Rain ruins lives. 
4. Being outdoors
Back to the trees again. So you know how the Earth orbits 

around the sun and this thing called “seasons” is created, but we 
all know that this is all BS because seasons don’t exist and every-
thing you’re seeing out there in the wild is just a Monet painting. 
Yes, I see the world in Claude Monet. But then you’re like “Whoa, 
when a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds!” and then the 
Monet illusion just kind of dissipates into Easy Mac mix, and 
beyond the fl ume of yellowy smoke everything just looks kind of 
like Mordor. But then again we could altogether just take a mo-
ment of silence right now in November and pray for a snow day 
(preferably sometime in January because that’s when everyone 
(me) wants to claw their eyeballs out) so that we’ll have a day 
off  to enjoy (I guess?) the snow/tears of God/the blood of our 
enemies.

Well this was great, wasn’t it? Short, but great! Once again, I’m 
sorry. Th is wasn’t the most ideal way to leave the fall term behind 
and to get your head in the game for exam week (I’m positive it’s 
next week). So here’s the motivational parting quote for the day 
to get you studying: 

“I once had a pet turtle. But it ran away from me, so I bought 
another one.”- Ernest Hemingway

You deserved this list!

Reviews for Youse

by Justine Baird ‘17
Staff Writer

Th e title alone catches your eye, and the 
book holds your hand until the very last 
page. Th e Opposite of Loneliness by Mariana 
Keegan is a work of pure genius. 

Mariana Keegan had potential as an au-
thor; a magna cum laude member of Yale’s 
graduating class of 2012, a future New Yorker 
employee, and an impassioned young adult. 
Tragically, Mariana died in a car crash fi ve 
days aft er her graduation. In honor of Mari-
ana, her family and her professors at Yale 

created Th e Opposite 
of Loneliness –a book 
containing numerous 
short stories written 
by Mariana. Th e sto-
ries are a mix between 
fi ction and nonfi ction 
and ultimately prove 
what could have been 
for Mariana Keegan. 
Humorous words 
grace the page as she 
illustrates a story 
about her relationship 
with celiac disease. 
Her fi ctional story of a 
character’s journey af-
ter her boyfriend dies 
during his prime years 
at university, plucks at 
every reader’s heart-
strings. Most impor-
tantly the book begins 
with Mariana’s story 
written for the Yale 

Daily News titled Th e Opposite of Loneli-
ness. In this story, Mariana bids farewell to 
Yale on behalf of the Class of 2012 with per-
sonal remarks about the school that shaped 
who she was. 

Although reading this novel may seem like 
a saddening endeavor, the collection is re-
ally more of a celebration worthy of every-
one’s attention. Th e Opposite of Loneliness 
is recognition of Mariana potential. Initially 
put together for disheartening reasons, this 
collection is an emotional and beautiful con-
coction of writing. So add this book to your 
Must-Read list in honor of young talent and 
the pure passion for writing.

GRAPHIC BY JULIA SONG ‘15 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG  

GRAPHIC BY JULIA SONG ‘15 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG  

COURTESY OF SCRIBNER

17 Things 
I’ll Miss 
About 
Fall

jk I 
only 
have 
4

byConnor Rush ‘17
Contributor

Snowpiercer, South Korean 
director Joon-Ho Bong’s fi rst 
English fi lm, is not your typi-
cal action fl ick. It doesn’t be-
long to a franchise, it didn’t 
benefi t from a huge summer 
release in the US, it doesn’t 
rely on CGI and explosions, 
and, to top it all off , you’ve 
probably never heard of it. 
Released in August 2013 in 
South Korea, Snowpiercer 
didn’t arrive in the States 
until its very limited theater 
release this past July. Now 
available to the masses on 
Netfl ix and DVD, hopefully 
this terrifi c fi lm will fi nally 
get the audience it deserves.

Snowpiercer takes place 
in a slightly unusual post-
apocalyptic future in which 
the world as we know it has 
disappeared not because of 
war, but of natural disaster. 
Th e world has frozen over, 
and the only humans left  
on Earth live on a never-
stopping train that runs on a 
track girdling the entirety of 
the planet. On this train, the 
wealthy eat seafood and steak 
at the front, while the poor, 
who were only able to board 
the train right before the deep 
freeze, live in the fi lth of the 
train’s tail, eating Jell-O pro-
tein bars just to stay alive. Ev-
eryone must remain in their 
assigned section of the train, 
as the doors to other com-
partments are locked and pro-
tected by armed guards and a 
crushing social hierarchy. Th e 
plot follows the angry Cur-
tis, (played by Chris Evans of 
Captain America fame), as he 
assembles and leads a rebel-
lion to overthrow the rich and 
privileged front.

Th is fi lm off ers a refresh-
ing alternative to most recent 
action movies; the characters 
feel real and the viewer be-
comes invested in their jour-

ney with ease. Although many 
Americans may not recog-
nize some of the actors, each 
one delivers a fantastic per-
formance. For example, Go 
Ah-Sung and Song Kang-Ho, 
both regulars in Bong fi lms, 
portray a drug addict and his 
daughter with a creepy bril-
liance. Chris Evans was also 
good in this fi lm, and shows 
great emotional depth. It’s in-
credibly refreshing to see him 
outside of his typical macho-

man roles.
 Although there seems to 

be an abundance of dysto-
pian fi lms coming out of late, 
Snowpiercer’s plot still man-
ages to feel unique, intriguing, 
and emotional. It contains 
an abundance of seemingly 
insignifi cant details that con-
tribute powerfully to the tone 
of the fi lm and raise ques-
tions that are wrapped up in 
its conclusion (though not in 
a very pretty way). Th e pac-
ing is excellent, off ering ac-
tion and suspense, while still 
leaving room for the tender, 
thought-provoking moments 
that make the experience tru-
ly memorable. 

Technically speaking, Snow-
piercer is a textbook guide to 
good fi lmmaking; it is beyond 
clear that Bong is an master di-
rector. His action scenes look 
great, and few, if any, make 
use of “shaky cam”. One shot 

is particularly jaw-dropping: 
a beautiful, long, slow-motion 
shot of Chris Evans expertly 
taking out multiple enemies 
with his axe. Th e cinematog-
raphy also takes advantage of 
strong color contrasts. Th e 
train’s rear looks dark, bleak, 
and hopeless as compared to 
other sections of the train, 
which are made beautiful and 
opulent with sunlight, neon 
and even an aquarium and a 
dance club.

Although openly and 
brutally violent, one of this 
fi lm’s greatest strengths is its 
ability to provide genuine 
social commentary that es-
chews the typical feel-good 
morality that Hollywood 
oft en imposes upon audi-
ences. Snowpiercer tackles 
subjects like government 
intervention and attempts 
to “balance” populations. It 
contains powerful musings 
on human nature, the price 
of freedom, and the dis-
proportionate infl uence of 
those with power and social 

status. Towards the fi lm’s end 
you recognize that it’s an Or-
wellian package thematically, 
though with a generous dash 
of Spielberg and perhaps even 
the smallest, most tasteful 
garnish of Bay. 

I would strongly encourage 
everyone to give this under-
appreciated fi lm a chance (It 
currently has a home on Netf-
lix). Not only is this one of the 
best movies of the past year, it 
is also one of the best action 
fi lms in recent memory. It’s 
original, stylish in its deliver-
ance, and is backed by an epic 
plot, engaging acting, and a 
good measure piercing (get 
it?) commentary. If you’re 
looking for a great new ac-
tion movie that chooses sub-
stance over explosions, check 
out Snowpiercer. Trust me, it’s 
worth it. 

Planes, Trains, and 
Automobiles

Th e Opposite of 
Loneliness Snowpiercer

COURTESY OF SCRIBNER
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cna oyu erad htis?

Re: ad this

 by Mary Anne Porto ‘16 
Columnist

While the infrequency of reading is an issue in it-
self (33% more 4th graders read recreationally than 8th 
graders), the more daunting issue is that people are still 
illiterate or functionally illiterate. Even though we of-
ten think of illiteracy as a foreign problem, 1 in 4 chil-
dren in America grow up unable to read due to poverty. 
Children of low-income families are more likely to have 
trouble reading, leading to struggling in school, and in-
directly, social problems.

 
October is National Book Month, a time to celebrate 

books and place emphasis on promoting an interest in 
reading and a high level of literacy, especially in kids. 
I’m grateful for the lifelong love of reading my family 
and schooling has instilled in me. To celebrate, here are 
the books that have been important to me in the past 
years, one for every age.

 by xana pierone ‘16 
Melange Editor

To: Class of 2016
Cc: John Kim (J-kizzle97@aol.com), Michael Carter (onlybae4u@yahoo.com), Allison Yeh 

(AllisonYAY1@comcast.net), Olivia McCaughey (UnionJackHasMyBack@hotmail.uk)
Subject: OMG I LOST MY BAG HELP ME GUISEE!!!11!!! 
 
Hey John, Michael, Allison, Liv can you send these to your classes?
 
Hey Guys!
 
I lost my backpack somewhere in the underground tunnels, if you see it please 

let me know!

It’s a blue-and-red-checkered bag from Hot Topic. Inside there’s a Naruto 
bento box, 14 full-sized packs of q-tips, a purple monkey wrench, a wrench, a 
monkey, love letters to John Kim, love letters from Will Parsons, mint condi-
tion Power Rangers© stickers (from Mighty Morphing Power Rangers© all the 
way to Power Rangers Megaforce©), all 19 seasons of Big Brother© (VHS), a 
melon-scooper, a small colony of pineapple slugs, a gift card to Auntie Anne’s©, 
A gift card to JoAnn’s©, Jean Lee’s advanced hip-hop guide to being hip (and 
hop) anthology©, and my calculator.

 
So if any of you come across it, please give it back! (and don’t read the love-

letters)
 
Thanks,
Xana
Real(lies) Realize Real(lies)
S(he) Be(lie)ve(d)

 by Allison Yeh ‘15 
Melange Editor

1. Unlimited Deeps
“It’s okay.” Dean Sasser coos after you 
confess your three tardies and five deeps 
of the week. She runs over to grab you a 
homemade cup of hot chocolate with min-
iature sized marshmallows. You sip with 
glee as a new, chocolatey-infused eupho-
ria takes over your tastebuds and warms 
your soul. Before you leave her office, 
Dean Sasser offers up her Instagram name 
and claims she “follows back.” 

2. Personal Barista 
As you trudge over to the first math 
double of the day, you decide for a little 
pick-me-up. Thankfully, Jonathan has 
got you covered. He knows your order 
(no need to try to explain 
your quadruply adjecti-
valed coffee), and he has 
a magical ability to create 
your heavenly concoction 
within two seconds. Be-
fore you know it, you are 
sitting front seat in class, 
hands toasty from your 
Three Bean Vanilla Soy 
Skim Latte, no whip. 

3. Uncrowded Lunch
“Go up for a second pa-
nini? I think so!”

4. Getting A Meaningful 
Package in the Mail 
It’s 10:45 AM and you just 

have that gut feeling that your one of a 
kind iPhone case from Amazon has finally 
arrived. Low and behold, your name is 
highlighted, however, with a suspicious 
“2” next to it. As you are presented with 
your two boxes, you can’t help but feel 
the excitement of the mysterious “handle 
with care” box. You tear it open with a 
pair of handy scissors laying around the 
SNUG and realize it to be a basket of all 
your favorite goodies put in one. A small 
card is attached saying “Love, Mom p.s. 
no need to call later.
5. Excused for Television Show Re-
quirement 
“This student has been ordered to lay on 
the couch between 8-9pm this evening 
due to the premiere of Grey’s Anatomy. 
May she please reschedule her Pre-calcu-
lus test to sometime next week?” Thank 
heaven Jonathan also does appointments.

LC Dreams What's Cooking?
 by Philip Cui ‘15 
Business Manager

This is a rather distinct recipe, as it doesn’t seem to fit the usual Christmas fare of 
warm and thick edibles. Anyhow, I make this on every occasion I can, and it is always 
a delight to have on the table.

Linguine with Crab and Watercress
This recipe is meant to serve four. If you are decent at math, as a student of Loomis 

Chaffee should be, you can customize the size of this recipe.
Ingredients:

1 clove garlic, peeled and minced
1 1/2 tsp sea salt

1 large red chile, seeded and chopped
11 oz canned crabmeat, cooked of course

1/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil
Juice and zest of 1 lemon

1 package (16 oz) linguine
Handful fresh parsley, chopped

Handful watercress leaves, torn not chopped 

Directions:
First, if you have a mortar and pestle, this is the time to use it. Boil water in a pot large 
enough for a whole pack of pasta. 
You can chop the garlic before grinding it with coarse ground salt into a smooth paste.
Add the chile and crush it until the paste has a slightly red tone. If you feel that it 
might be too spicy, cut open the chile carefully and remove the seeds. Do not rub your 
eyes, and try to wear gloves of some sort, it really stings.
Open the can of crab meat, and try to make sure there are no bits of crab shell. I know 
it sounds weird, but it happens.
Add the crab into the mix and pour in the olive oil slowly as you mix everything to-
gether along with the lemon juice and zest. A fork or a large spoon will do nicely.
Transfer the mix into a large bowl that would fit everything including the pasta. Cover 
it with plastic wrap so that moisture wont escape, and set it in the fridge to chill.
Boil the pasta until al dente, drain, and wash with cold water to remove heat.
Toss the pasta with the garlic and chile paste; this is where the large bowl gets handy. 
Add the parsley and watercress last, and toss just a bit more.
If the pasta is ready before dinner is about to be served, put it back into the fridge and 
let it chill. This dish is always best at a colder temperature. 

COURTESY OF FOODIE CRUSH  
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Growing up always comes 
with bittersweet pain. 
While enjoying many up-

perclassmen privileges, the thriv-
ing juniors are expected to be-
have more maturely and take on 
greater responsibilities for them-
selves as well as for the Loomis 
community. They can no longer 
reasonably watch movies during 
study halls, snapchat their friends 
after lights out, or pile up their 
homework until Sunday night to 
finish them. Instead, junior life is 
occupied with endless homework, 
SAT preps, prefect duties, club 
meetings, and of course, count-
less nights with coffee. As a happy 
sophomore, it is really scary to 
think about the stressful junior 
fall, especially when listening to 
my anxious junior friends grip-
ing about internet shut-off after 
midnight. Are they actually that 
busy? Is it necessary to grant the 
juniors all-night internet access?

 
Personally, I do not know any fel-
low sophomores who need to stay 
up until 12 o’clock every night to 
do homework. Although taking 
many advanced classes, I can still 
finish all of my work before 10:30, 
and only have to stay up late for 
a few occasions when my sched-
ule becomes tight. However, a lot 
of my friends complained about 
about taking way more than 45 
minutes to finish their homework 
for each class. Curious of how 
much work the sophomores have 
each day, my fellow sophomore 
student council representatives 
and I sent out a survey and re-
ceived really intriguing results. On 
average, the sophomores spend 45 
minutes doing homework for a 
regular class, 1 hour on advance 
classes, and 1 hour and a half on 
AP course. Surprisingly, most of 

them spend only three hours on 
their homework everyday. Well, 
not too bad! However, if we calcu-
late a junior’s workload using the 
same data but with a harder level 
of classes, the juniors would have 
to spend much more time on their 
homework than the sophomores 
do. Hypothetically, if a junior 
takes one AP course, two advance 
classes and two regular classes, he 
or she would have to start work-
ing at 7:00pm without stopping in 
order to finish homework before 
midnight. Well, that sounds pretty 
rough. Also, knowing that many 
juniors have leadership roles and 
other commitments, such as club 
presidency and prefect duties, it 
might be too idealistic to think 
that juniors are able to finish their 
work before twelve.

 
But, why is the internet shut off at 
the first place? If I were to take a 
guess, I’d say it prevents some peo-
ple from watching youtube videos 
at three o’clock in the morning. 

Also, one may argue that there are 
many alternative solutions to the 
excessive workload of the juniors 
other than extending internet ac-
cess at night. For example, stu-
dents can download the resources 
for the class portal earlier, or do 
research online before the inter-
net is shut off. Also, perhaps each 
dorm could have one computer 
with unlimited internet access 
open for students who couldn’t 
finish their work. However, if the 
school thinks the seniors have a 
solid reason to use internet after 
twelve, why wouldn’t the juniors 
need internet after midnight? 
Even though not every junior 
takes three AP classes, I person-
ally think that they should be 
trusted, and will take advantage of 
an extended internet access in the 
proper way, since they really have 
an awful lot of work. After all, hav-
ing more internet access over the 
stressful junior year seems reason-
able.

LILY LIU’17

A Letter To The Editors

Midnight Coffee: Necessary?

To the Editors-

I am disappointed to read that the 
Log can think of nothing more 
aggressive than the pinpricks of 
Loomis Chaffee divesting itself of 
carbon-emitting companies--and 
this in the face of global warm-
ing, the biggest threat facing the 
human species. The space should 
be better used for causes directly 
affecting momentous problems.

In 1980, Ms. Conger and the 
science department instituted 
courses in environmental science, 
and I remember showing a movie 
of a purported newscast from 

thirty years into the future. It de-
picted war, disease, drought, and 
fire. These have all come to pass 
in different degrees and in differ-
ent places. Carbon dioxide emis-
sions have gone up in every year 
since more people join the mid-
dle class of consumerism. Now, in 
view of the presence of renewed 
forecasts of environmental deg-
radation and the likely appear-
ance of ten billion souls on earth, 
I suggest that they take up advo-
cacy of more serious causes--such 
as the world-wide distribution of 
contraceptives, and, in light of 
the huge increase in the future, 
the demand for electricity, and 

the advocacy of the only practical 
solution--nuclear power.

Yours sincerely, Keith Palmer 
(faculty, 1962--95)

Mr. Palmer,

Thank you for your input. We do 
agree with you on many points, 
but it is our belief that the school 
has a moral responsibility to do all 
that it can to slow down climate 
change, and the investment of the 
school’s endowment violates that 
responsibility at least symbolical-
ly. Of course, this is certainly small 
in the context of global repercus-

sions, but in terms of the school 
on its own, divestment seems to 
be the least we can do.

We have several students in-
volved in various forms of green 
conservation--most notably the 
E-Proctors and the newly estab-
lished Agriculture Club--which 
cover a larger amount of ground. 
Divestment is only one facet of 
environmentally-focused activism 
on campus.

The Log Staff
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Should juniors finally get Internet after midnight?
Ferguson Fiasco
TATIANA LOVERA’16

Is racism ingrained in our society?
“Hands up, Don’t shoot!” contin-

uously hummed in my head on my 
one hour train ride home, it had a 
rhythm to it that was sure to never 
leave my mind and would make 
me reflect on the world our gen-
eration is growing up in. Standing 
in the crosswalks of Union Square, 
I photographed and recorded 
hundreds of individuals continu-
ously repeating, “Hands up, don’t 
shoot!,” “The people united cannot 
be defeated,” “NYPD KKK,” and 
“Whose streets?! OUR streets!” as 
the sounds of police walkie talk-
ies whispered in the background, 
buses shut down, and people from 
all walks of earth joined together 
for justice. America, “land of the 
free and home of the brave”, over 
half a century after Brown v. 
Board of Education, still has faults 
that need to be fixed. Our genera-
tion is surrounded by technology 
and social media, we use it to talk, 
to share, and discover. Like most 
teenagers that are aware of what 
is going on in our country, I had 

gotten most of my information 
from facebook and instagram 
posts along with reading news re-
ports online. For a country that is 
so well connected by technology 
that we hold in our hands there 
are still many that are unaware of 
what is happening around them. It 
wasn’t until I was standing in the 
middle of a New York City street 
during a moment of silence for 
Mike Brown, holding back tears, 
surrounded by people who all had 
the same goal, cops surrounding 
us, and sirens in the distance that 
I realized the seriousness and ef-
fects of the issues I had read about 
online had on people. I’d never 
heard a New York City street be 
so quiet in my life, there was a 
choked up feeling in my throat 
and my mind raced with ques-
tions and thoughts. The situation 
wasn’t violent like the scenes we 
view on TV of Ferguson but it had 
the same effect. Since 2012 after 
Trayvon Martin, a young boy from 
Florida, was shot by George Zim-

mermen and even before Trayvon 
Martin there have been traces of 
racial profiling in America. Cam-
paigns such as “Stop and Frisk,” 
have been instilled across the 
country to end illegal stopping, 
racial profiling, and violation of 
human rights. Our country is now 
focused on recent incidents like 
the murder of Mike Brown in Fer-
guson, Missouri and the murder 
of Eric Garner in Staten Island, 
New York. Although incident like 
these have been happening for 
centuries, why is it that only now 
are they truly being exposed and 
questioned? Yes, there have been 
many protests in the U.S. , but the 
protest for human equality has 
never been stronger. American 
society has developed a lot in the 
past two hundred years but it is up 
to our generation and the future 
generations to help execute a plan 
for change. Racial profiling isn’t 
something that only happens to 
Americans of African American 
descent but of many other races as 
well, even by people of their own 
race and culture, and this is some-
thing people need to realize. The 
injustice done to citizen’s like Mike 
Brown, Trayvon Martin, and Eric 
Garner are just some examples of 
why our generation needs to help 
sculpt the world we grown up in. 
Being of both Dominican and Pol-
ish descent it makes me question 
if the color of my skin was a bit 
darker and the hair on my head 
was a bit curlier would I too be 
judged? As small as our island can 
be and as much as life at Loomis 
may consume all your time, just 
take a moment to reflect on the 
world that’s constantly moving 
around you, because you have a 
voice and should never have to say 
“I can’t breathe,” whether its liter-
ally or figuratively.
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MICHAEL CARTER’15

Yearning For Better 
Dorm Facilities 

Doublethink on the Island
Does an A- equate to failure? 

The bell goes off to signal 
the end of class. Rush-
ing out of the classroom, 

many students still hold their 
graded assignments, which were 
just handed back. In the hall-
ways of Clark and at the two 
entrances to Founders, words 
of dejection and regret perme-
ate the air. “Ugh, I bombed that 
quiz.” “I totally failed that test!” 
Has grade inf lation gotten so 
bad that it is impossible for stu-
dents to get an ‘A’ on a paper? Or 
are teachers this year particular-
ly demanding? Does anyone do 
well at all? Then how is it pos-
sible that the teacher just men-
tioned a test average of 89%?

As we know, the majority of 
Loomis students aren’t failing. In 
fact, (insert number here) of the 
all students’ names can be found 
written on the high honor roll in 
Founders. However, as of late, it 
has almost become etiquette (or 
perhaps even a necessity) to say 
that you are struggling in your 
classes.

Let’s face it: everyone at Loo-
mis wants to succeed. Grades are 
the primary concern for many, 
and they’re something people 
can rant on and on about. The 
average Loomis student is rather 

competitive. He was that kinder-
gartener who always raised his 
hand, he worked on his prize-
winning science project after get-
ting back from little league prac-
tice (he scored a homerun there 
too), and was possibly at the top 
of his class in middle school. On 
the Island, six hundred and sev-
enty students with big ambitions 
come together in a welcoming 
community. Even though high 
expectations, caused by parents 
and the looming college process, 
remain, many prefer to be hum-
ble about their grades. Excessive 
pride in oneself may come off to 
others as showing-off.

However, the opposite is also 
true. If you brag about your 
achievements to your friends, 
they will call you an overachiev-
er. Oftentimes, a grade that is 
unsatisfactory to you is an ac-
complishment to them. Thus, 
everyone ‘fails’ to his or her 
own degree. ‘Failing’ has prob-
ably become synonymous with 
the words ‘not doing very well’. 
“None of us are failing, but we 
can do better,” suggests Natasia 
Nabila ’16.

When talking to each other 
about their grades, some even 
dismiss the initial dreary com-

mentary, for it carries as much 
significance as the salad at fam-
ily style. You know that it will 
always be there as an appetizer, 
so you would rather know what 
type it is. “Now, the response to 
someone’s, ‘I failed,’ would be, 
‘So… what did you get’?” says 
Abi Worrel ’17.

Simultaneously failing and 
succeeding-- an oxymoron that 
has become ingrained in our 
heads. In the book 1984, which 
happens to be a summer reading 
requirement for sophomores, 
the author, George Orwell, de-
scribes a phenomenon called 
‘doublethink’. It is a simultane-
ous belief of two contradictory 
ideas (Merriam-Webster), which 
was enforced upon citizens to 
control them by detaching them 
from concrete reality. It certain-
ly seems as if we’re slowly be-
coming the citizens of Orwell’s 
doomed dystopia. But we know 
the single truth.

So why has ‘failing’ become a 
vital part to a successful Loomis 
career? Who knows. But next 
time you’re about to tell some-
one that you failed a test with 
93%, stop to think for a moment.

Although the Loomis Chaffee 
dorms have many amenities, 

there is still much left to be de-
sired. Many students find them-
selves without resources that are 
helpful to their daily needs and 
comforts--such as printers and 
stoves. Since this school is to be 
our home for our high school 
years, our dorms should have the 
facilities to make each student’s 
life easier and more enjoyable.

Printers in dorms are also a 
helpful tool to make students’ aca-
demic life less stressful. Needing 
to walk to the library to be able to 
print your paper can be a huge in-
convenience, especially when the 
student is in a hurry and needs 
to get to class. A printer or two in 

each dorm would solve this prob-
lem and allow students to be able 
to access a printer easily, without 
stress or hassle. This solution also 
saves students the trouble of buy-
ing an expensive, bulky printer 
themselves and trying to figure out 
how to connect it to their comput-
er by themselves. The addition of 
printers to the dorm would make 
it an efficient, friendlier and more 
familiar place to live in.

Stoves are also a luxury that 
certain older dorms are forced to 
live without. Although many of 
the newer dorms like Harman, 
Richmond, and Carter have well-
functioning stoves, ovens, and 
other kitchen appliances, other 
dorms like Longman have lim-

ited resources, making it harder 
for students living there to cook 
with much success. This raises a 
few concerns about the accom-
modation that should be shown 
in all dorms in order to make each 
dorm feel like home. All dorms 
should have decent kitchen facili-
ties in order to allow students are 
able to cook without having to go 
to another dorm.

All in all, our dorms, although 
very accommodating, could do 
with some newer, more efficient 
resources and comforts. These fa-
cilities would improve the quality 
of life within the dorm, making 
our community more friendly and 
welcome.  

Dress Code’s Gender Troubles
A gender-based reflection on LC’s dress code

ZAYNEB KENNEY-SHAWA’17

ISABELLE RAPOSO’15

How To Talk To Seniors:
College Decision Style

Boys:
Shirts — Shirts with visible 

collars (including polo shirts) 
must be worn at all times. 

Sweaters or vests are permit-
ted with collared shirts.

Girls:
Shirts — Shirts and blouses 

must be shoulder width and/
or have seams at shoulders; no 
spaghetti straps. No exposed 
shoulders. 

Dresses must be f ingert ip 
length and must cover the width 
of the shoulders. 

Skirts must be fingertip length 
or longer. 

Shorts must be thumb length 
or longer. 

Leggings may be worn only 
under dresses or skirts; no fish-
nets

Above is the gender-specific 
section of the Loomis dress 
code, minus the identical claus-
es on shoes, sweatshirts, etc. 
Besides the fact that boys are 
governed by two bullet points 
and girls by five (illustrating 
the gender discrepancy high-
lighted by Sophie Kaplan in the 
first edition of the Log this fall), 
the Loomis dress code has a 
problem. That problem is con-
tained in the words, “shirts and 
blouses must be shoulder width 
and/or have seams at the shoul-
ders” in stark contrast with the 
words, “shirts with visible col-
lars” There’s something wrong 
with our dress code, but it’s not 
an excess of strictness. It’s a dis-
parity of strictness. This dispar-
ity has the result that almost 
any boy on campus during the 
school day could walk straight 

into a college interview or even 
a job interview, while many of 
girls would rush to change out 
of comfortable fitted t-shirts 
and sweaters. 

While our school has existed 
for a hundred years, it’s only 
been coed for the past forty-
four. To examine the current 
dress code in context, it’s nec-
essary to consider the political 
climate of the time in which 
the school “went coed” as well 
as the school’s current ideologi-
cal alignments. The 1960’s were 
full of social and political strife, 
including the advent of sec-
ond wave feminism. A school 
seeking to recombine its girls’ 
and boys’ components in 1970 
needed to consider the implica-
tions of every rule and regula-
tion with regard to its newly ar-
rived cohort of female students. 
While our current dress code 
didn’t spring fully formed from 
the head of the newly conjoined 
Loomis and Chaffee, its themes 
might be the indirect result of 
delicacy or simply feminism 
among the people  rat i fy ing 
dress codes in 1970 and editing 
them since. It’s time for Loomis 
to iron out this sexist discrep-
ancy. 

Standards communicate ex-
pectations. Loomis teaches stu-
dents of all genders that much 
wil l  be expected of them in 
terms of work ethic, intellectual 
curiosity, honesty, punctuality 
and respect, but somehow man-
ages to communicate to girls 
on however subtle a level that a 
lower level of formal and profes-
sional dress is expected of them 
now and will be expected of 

them when they enter the adult 
world. While the current dress 
code reflects traditional preppy 
culture and could theoretically 
result in equal levels of spiffi-
ness, the unfortunate truth is 
that it just doesn’t. While some 
girls approach business casual 
in their class dress, many girls, 
given the freedom to do so, push 
the dress code as far from “busi-
ness” and as close to “casual” as 
possible. The Venn diagram of 
comfortable and formal clothes 
for women isn’t exactly a circle, 
so such behavior isn’t damnable, 
but the fact that the dress code 
allows it certainly is. 

The dress code has been con-
tested for years, from the iconic 
Student Council  decision to 
eliminate the coat and tie from 
class dress so many years ago to 
the clutch of motions for less 
stringent restrictions on girls’ 
clothing and the daily gripe of 
boys who don’t understand why 
they are held to a higher and 
therefore more onerous stan-
dard of formality in their class 
dress. An increasingly lenient 
dress code won’t solve the mixed 
messages in the dress code or 
the perennial complaints against 
it, but an equal shirt clause for 
boys and girls certainly will. We 
are worth more than a seam. In-
stead of trying to gradually eu-
thanize the dress code, why not 
replace “shoulder width and/or 
have seams at shoulders” with 
“shirts with visible collars (in-
cluding polo shirts)”? Short of 
a uniform, that reduplication 
and replacement is the best an-
swer to the dress code’s gender 
troubles. 

OLIVIA MCCAUGHEY ’16 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG

See, in that example you used 
the line “Are you telling people 
where you got in?” It’s a good line. 
It’s a great line. It sounds kind of 
lame at first, but the excessive 
courtesy might end up being ev-
erything your senior friend could 
ever hope for in a question. For 
the seniors who are choosing 
not to share their college choices, 
whether it be out of superstition, 
privacy, or just plain not knowing 
you, it can be really hard to an-
swer “Where are you applying?” 
with “I’m not gonna tell you.” 
By asking “Are you telling?” you 
come off as much more polite and 
make the conversation much less 
awkward.

 
2. Mind Your Own Business
 
You generally shouldn’t talk 

about people behind their backs. 
Haha. Yeah right. Of course 
you’re going to talk about people 
behind their backs, and I’m gonna 
talk about people behind their 
backs, because that’s life, and if 
we didn’t all talk about each other 
it would be a really boring world. 
However, if you’re going to talk 
about someone’s college decision 
without them there, or if you get 
told by someone who isn’t them 
without them there, definitely do 
NOT bring it up around them. 
Naturally, everyone’s going to 

know if your best girlfriend gets 
into Harvard, but it’s still creepy 
for her to hear it from someone 
she’s never spoken to. And it goes 
without saying that you shouldn’t 
try to console someone who you 
heard didn’t get into a school 
and didn’t tell you. The last thing 
anyone wants to hear is that ev-
eryone’s talking about their dis-
appointment. In conclusion, feel 
free to talk about the news among 
yourselves, but don’t make the se-
niors themselves uncomfortable.

 
3. Mind Your Own Business
 
People celebrate in the dining 

hall. Ugh. I know. Whether it’s 
laughing or crying or both, it’s re-
ally important first of all for them 
not to make everyone else un-
comfortable, but hey, sometimes 
they ignore that. As of Sunday 
12/14 I’ve already witnessed a 
couple of strong reactions taking 
place, and I must say that in gen-
eral I do not recommend it—it’s 
way too public and the last thing 
you want to do is publicly cel-
ebrate in front of someone who 
got rejected. In general, it’s a pret-
ty not-cool thing to do, but, like 
I said before, people ALWAYS 
celebrate in the dining hall. Even 
when they do, it’s on you to mind 
your own business and let them 
have their moment. They really 

don’t deserve to have someone 
rain on their parade, especially if 
said parade is so important that it 
requires a public show. And if it’s 
a negative reaction, which usually 
involves a lot of awkward conso-
lation and sometimes a few tears, 
give them their space. Of course, 
if they didn’t want people fawning 
over them they wouldn’t be in the 
dining hall, but it’s still awkward 
for strangers or semi-strangers to 
be getting too involved with such 
a huge disappointment.

 
Either way, give the seniors 

some space and let things play 
out the way they will. You eventu-
ally will get to know where your 
seniors friends choose to enroll; 
either they tell you or you see in 
the class roster at the end of the 
year. What’s important isn’t the 
gossip or the drama but making 
sure that your senior friends feel 
comfortable yet have some elbow 
room in this round of college 
decisions through the final ones 
in March. Be there for them, yet 
don’t be breathing down their 
necks. In conclusion, your college 
decisions are nobody’s business 
but your own, and if you choose 
to share them that is your gift of 
knowledge to the world. Have a 
good holiday season, and best of 
luck to all you seniors out there.

KATYA YEPIFANOVA‘16



LOG SPORTS

  By Sam Goldfarb ‘18
Contributor

The concept of fantasy 
sports has revolutionized the 
sports world. Many Ameri-
cans follow their favorite 
teams throughout the NFL, 
NBA and MLB seasons. How-
ever, most lose interest dur-
ing the long haul of seasons, 
or stop following the action 
when their favorite team per-
forms poorly. Fantasy sports 
tends to keep fans engaged all 
season, since a typical fantasy 
roster includes players from 
all over the league rather than 
just players from the favorite 
team.  Since fantasy sports add 
the exciting aspect of allowing 
the average fan to compete 
against their friends while 
simultaneously watching the 
pros, “fantasy” has modern-
ized the how Americans keep 
tabs on the world of profes-
sional sports.  

Today, in fantasy sports, 
league members participate in 
an online draft and pick their 
teams from the entire roster of 
players in the league. Websites 
ESPN’s portal provide loads 
of statistical information on 
each player to show the league 
participants the skill sets of 
each player.  Then, when the 
action starts, each player 
earns “fantasy points” for the 
league participant based on 
their game performance. For 
example, in fantasy football, 
a player might earn six points 
for a touchdown one of their 
imaginary players scores, but 
lose two for a fumble from an-
other. In fantasy basketball, a 
player earns points for baskets 
and assists but loses them for 
turnovers.  If a player is not 
performing well, a team owner 
can “drop” the player from his 
roster, and then, like a real-
life big-time team owner, can 

add an undrafted player from 
the waiver wire.

There are many differ-
ent types of fantasy sports 
leagues. In one league, each 
team might face each other 
in a head-to-head battle each 
week and the team with the 
most points wins. In another 
type, the team with the most 
points over the course of the 
entire season wins the title. 
The best strategy for team 
owners varies from league to 
league; often, it pays to change 
your strategy throughout the 
course of the season based on 
the selections of your compe-
tition.

Since fantasy has exploded 
in popularity over the last de-
cade, it has spawned its own 
industry. ESPN has hired an 
entire staff to work in its fan-
tasy department to give advice 
on which players to start each 
week and which players are 
hidden gems on the waiver 
wire. One of the most famous 
fantasy analysts is Matthew 
Berry, who quit his job as a 
scriptwriter to pursue a ca-
reer in fantasy sports. Berry 
has become one of the most 
trusted people in the industry, 
and his advice can be found 
all over ESPN’s website and its 
television and radio stations. 
Berry has written a book 
called Fantasy Life, which is 
popular among fantasy sports 
fanatics across the country.

         By owning a fantasy 
football team, owners are pre-
sented with many unique sce-
narios that are unrelated to 
which football team actually 
wins any given game. A die-
hard Patriots fan might need 
to root for a player on the Jets 
they’ve drafted in order to 
win bragging rights in their 
league. An owner is also like-
ly, at some point in the sea-
son, to want two players that 

are playing in the same game 
but against each other to both 
play well. One owner can also 
be leading another by a large 
sum of points, but if the oppo-
nent has enough players yet to 
take the field, he can make an 
exciting comeback. With all 
these different scenarios, fan-
tasy alters the way sports are 
watched by the general public.

It’s all about statistics in fan-
tasy sports. The 2011 movie 
Moneyball, starring Brad Pitt, 
showed the method employed 
by Billy Beane and his staff 
at the Oakland A’s, where ad-
vanced statistical analysis was 
used to determine the true 
value of players rather than 
just assuming that the most 
expensive players were the 
best players. In fantasy, statis-
tics are compiled in a similar 
way to determine each player’s 
fantasy value, which enables 
an owner to make more effec-
tive decisions about who to 
draft and who to trade if they 
want to deal their underper-
forming players.

Fantasy sports are more 
popular than ever, and it is 
not unusual for a fantasy par-
ticipant to “play” in multiple 
leagues at the same time. Fan-
tasy has revolutionized the 
way that Americans watch 
sports and maximizes the use 
of the wealth of sports statis-
tics now readily available to 
the average sports fan.  Give 
fantasy sports a try!  You’ll 
get the excitement of compet-
ing against your friends while 
becoming a more informed 
viewer of your favorite sport 
at the same time.   

NBA Predictions
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Fantasy Sports: Th e 
Game Without the 

Sweat

by Grayson Clemmer ‘17
Contributor

Coming out of an extremely 
exciting off-season, the 2014-
2015 NBA season is sure to offer 
a plethora of both surprises and 
let downs for basketball fans ev-
erywhere.  As we dive headfirst 
into the long haul of the win-
ter months and NBA season, 
we’d like to address some of the 
questions we know are lurking 
in the back of every fan’s mind.  

Does the addition of LeBron 
James to the team make the 
Cleveland Cavaliers immediate 
favorites to win the title?

Although the Eastern confer-
ence is as diluted as it is, there 
is still

 a steady slew of threats to the 
King and his Knights.  To name 
just one, San Antonio Spurs are 
sure to give the Cavaliers a run 
for their money. As reigning 
NBA champions, the Spurs ex-
emplify the type of team every 
fan loves. With nearly exactly 
the same roster as last year,  
(consisting of all 14 players 
who played at least one playoff 
minute) and no injury defi-
ciency, the Spurs are poised to 
make another run at the Larry 
O’Brien Trophy. Tim Duncan, 
although past his prime, is 
still an effective post presence.  
Furthermore, Tony Parker is 
still an All-Star top five point 
guard. The other major player 
with the ability to stop the Cavs 
is the Bulls. Derrick Rose and 
Tom Thibeadou are set to lead 
a defensively specialized squad 
designated for slowing athletic 
transition games, such as that of 
LeBron James and co.

 Nothing is absolute; but, be-
cause of the amount of variables 
involved in the NBA, I person-
ally would go ahead and say al-
though the Chicago Bulls are a 
lock for a top 3 seed in the East, 
the Cavs are most certainly not 
a lock for the NBA champion-
ship.

Out of all of the possible op-
tions, who will truly come out 
on top from the overflowing 
talent pool of the Western Con-
ference?

The Western Conference, as 
it has been since the 11-12 sea-
son, is flushed with talent

 from its 50+ win teams. The 
Grizzlies, Thunder, Spurs, Clip-
pers, Warriors, Rockets, and 
Trail Blazers, just to name a 
few, have certainly been turning 
heads. Each team has at least 
two perennial All-Stars. Zach 
Randolph and Marc Gasol, Kev-
in Durant and Russel

 Westbrook, Tim Duncan and 
Tony Parker, Chris Paul and 
Blake Griffin, Stephen Curry 
and Klay Thompson, James 
Harden and Dwight Howard, 
Damian Lillard and LaMar-
cus Aldrigde, all members of 
the aforementioned teams, are 

some of the stars of the Western 
Conference.  Half of these play-
ers are first ballot hall of fame 
players, yet can barely get their 
teas past the

 first round of the playoffs 
due to the high concentration 
of talent in the west. Personally, 
I think that the Warriors fast-
paced, run-and-gun style of 
play can rip apart any defense 
in the league, due to its confu-
sion-inducing nature.  They will 
likely emerge as one of the top

 contenders in the Western 
Conference.

How do star players coming 
off of season long injuries im-
pact their

 team?
There are two players most 

people think of in this context - 
Derrick Rose and Kobe Bryant.

 The two former MVP’s have 
had hard times fall on them as 
both have seem to have caught a 
bad case of the injury bug. Kobe 
was out for two seasons with 
two injuries, and only played in 
8 games last year. Derrick Rose, 
the youngest NBA player to re-
ceive the MVP award, hasn’t 
seen more than 10 games of 
play over two seasons as well. 
Both face extremely high expec-
tations from fans, and extreme 
criticism from the press for any 
mistakes they might make upon 
their returns. Basically, both 
could be pivotal the NBA sea-
son; Kobe could make

the Lakers a serious champi-
onship contender, and Derrick 
Rose could be that final piece 
to get the first seed back to Chi-
cago.

The draft class of 2014 has 
the potential to be the best draft 
class in the history of

 the NBA. With Andrew Wig-
gins, dubbed by some as “The 
next LeBron”, this class has the 
ability to create the next decade 
of NBA superstars. But the real 
question is: Who will make the 
biggest impact on their new 
team? Will it be the NBA-ready 
Jabari Parker, or shooting star 
Doug McDermott, or maybe 
even crazy athletic Andrew 
Wiggins or Zach LaVine? Let’s 
take a look:

Wiggins:
The super-human athletic 

wing is looking at a very pros-
perous season. With all of the

 stars in Minnesota gone, he 
has been given the green light 
from coach Flip Saunders to 
take whatever shots he feels 
he can hit. Defensively, he will 
likely, especially in transition 
and isolation circumstances. 
At 6’9”, with a 7 foot wingspan, 
he has the ability to lock down 
both the best perimeter players 
and the best post players, with 
his vertical leap of 44-inches.

Parker:
This NBA-ready forward has 

already demonstrated the abil-
ity to carry his team. Through-
out preseason,he averaged 10.5 

points 7 rebounds and 1.5 steals 
per game.  Head Coach Jason 
Kidd said on media day that 
Jabari will be used in as many 
plays as possible in an effort to 
speed his development. If you 
had pick the safest Rookie of the 
Year candidate, this is your guy.

McDermott:
Doug McDermott is without 

a doubt the dark horse of this 
year’s rookie class. The fourth

 leading scorer in NCAA Di-
vision I history, his nickname 
“McBuckets” is a clear indicator 
of his talents. He is the great-
est pure scorer of the past four 
years in college basketball. Just 
give him the ball and watch him 
work his magic, he can score in 
any possible way. He may not 
have a bandwagon of fans like 
Parker or Wiggins, but McDer-
mott is sure to turn heads.  

Last but not least, my award 
predictions for the year:

MVP
Anthony Davis:
His third year in the league 

will likely be his most impor-
tant as he has already estab-
lished himself as an All-Star.   
His last step on his long journey 
to eternal NBA greatness will 
likely be beating out LeBron 
James and Kevin Durant for the 
MVP award.

Coach of the Year
Gregg Popovich:
The fact that he led a group of 

37-year-old veterans and, aver-
age, at best, players to an NBA 
title is astounding. No explana-
tion needed, Gregg Popovich is 
the best coach in NBA history.

Rookie of the Year
Jabari Parker:
 Wiggins and McDermott 

might be good, but neither are 
Jabari Parker good.

 Parker, a giant who’s taller 
and stronger than his listings 
and has the scoring ability and 
basketball I.Q. to actually make 
a massive impact on the game.  

Defensive Player of the Year
Anthony Davis:
In the week after the season 

opener, Davis averaged five 
blocks per game.  That’s the 
highest average of anyone in the 
history of the first four games of 
any NBA season. It doesn’t seem 
like too much of a stretch to 
say he could keep this average 
through the end of the season. 

Sixth Man of the Year
Dion Waiters:
It may be a little premature to 

make this pick, under LeBron’s 
leadership, Waiters could like-
ly become the best spark plug 
among all NBA benches. How-
ever, like for all of these predic-
tions, only time will tell.  

All data supplied by Roto-
world.com
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by Kelly White ‘17
Staff Writer

On Saturday October 25th, 
about an hour before our first-
ever night game, the Loomis 
Chaffee girls varsity volleyball 
team strolled into Olcott gym 
filled with excitement for a great 
Dig for the Cure match against a 
formidable opponent, Taft.  The 
LC players had spent the week 
preparing for this game by or-
dering specialized Breast 
Cancer Awareness T-
shirts, making posters, 
and baking treats for the 
bake sale in which pro-
ceeds would be donated 
to the Susan G. Komen 
foundation in support of 
Breast Cancer Awareness.

After spraying each 
other’s hair pink, apply-
ing vibrant rosy lipstick, 
and accessorizing with 
breast cancer ribbons and 
stickers, the players be-
gan our warm-ups.  Soon 
enough, the Taft girls filed 
in looking ready for a 
good match, and minutes 
before game-time sup-
porters began to occupy 
the stands.  The fans at a typical 
home volleyball game consist of 
several parents, a few friends, 
and the occasional teacher.  See-
ing as this was a Saturday night 
and for a great cause, the volley-
ball team had hoped to acquire a 
bigger crowd at this game. When 
the buzzer reverberated through 
Olcott signaling the start of the 
match, fans occupied about one-
third of the stands and a hum of 
energy formed in the gym.  Both 
teams were ready to give these 
people a high-quality volleyball 
game.

Spirits rose high as LC started 
strong with a 4-0 lead in the first 
set.  Although the home team 

was playing well, it seemed clear 
this game was not going to be a 
blowout; Taft rose to the chal-
lenge, matching our play to the 
best of their ability.  The crowd’s 
cheers and encouraging applaus-
es heightened the players’ drive 
to win. Loomis pulled away with 
the first set.

As the match progressed, the 
fan count increased.  Eventually, 
the bleachers were nearly filled 
to the top, far surpassing our ex-

pectations.  However the crowd 
wasn’t there simply to watch, they 
came prepared to supply us with 
unlimited energy in order to help 
the team win this match.  Par-
ents, students, and teachers came 
together that night in the Olcott 
Gymnasium to cheer, encourage, 
and support Loomis’ volleyball 
team.  The fans’ energy fueled the 
team, supplying our players with 
the vigor we needed to perform 
even better.  Point after point 
Loomis and Taft entertained the 
audience with a high-intensity 
match of volleyball, and point 
after point the fans reciprocated 
with roaring enthusiasm. 

After winning the first two 

sets, the home team’s confidence 
was high entering the third set. 
However, it appeared the fans’ 
confidence was even higher.  
Their fervor and excitement 
grew, a seemingly impossible 
feat after such a lively second set.  
Now, with every dig, set, and kill 
on Loomis’ side the fans chanted, 
“YES, YES, YES.”  When the op-
ponents touched the ball, LC fans 
countered, “NO, NO, NO.”   Al-
though the third set remained a 

close game, our confi-
dence, enhanced by our 
fans, never faltered as we 
peeled ahead and ended 
the match with a victory 
for Loomis Chaffee.

If I said that Loomis 
Chaffee’s volleyball team 
came out triumphant 
in that match simply 
because of our skillful 
performance, I would 
only be telling half of 
the truth.  The girls var-
sity volleyball team won 
that match not only be-
cause of our talented 
players, but also because 
of the nonstopping sup-
port and encourage-
ment doled out by our 

fans.  That was not just a Loomis 
Chaffee Girls Volleyball team vic-
tory; that was a Loomis Chaffee 
victory, because every per-
son who showed up that night, 
whether they were there to play 
or to support, played a vital role 
in that win.  Thanks to the fans, 
the players were granted the priv-
ilege to participate in one of the 
most exciting and lively games of 
volleyball. The people who came 
to cheer on the game displayed 
exactly the type of school spirit 
Loomis needs.  Is this the be-
ginning of a new and even more 
spirited Loomis Chaffee? I cer-
tainly hope so.

LC Volleyball: Spiking For A Cause

Fall Sports are Done: The Final Records

“The energy from 
parents, students, 
and teachers that 
came together in 

Olcott to cheer, en-
courage, and sup-

port fueled the 
team.”
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This gorgeous Wish List design brought to you by the one and only Mary Anne Porto ‘17
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