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Winter Sports Pre-
view Extravaganza!

With  in-depth previews on Boys Hockey, 
Girls Squash and Boys Basketball, read all 
about three of the Varsity squads that will 

compete this winter. 
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An Inside Look at the 
Thailand Protests

Winda Wanikpun ‘16 gives an inside look 
at the history and current political scheme 

in Thailand.
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Cutest Roomates: 
Volume 4

Isabella Epstein ‘16 had a chance to meet 
with Nana Minder ‘14 and Julia Crerend 

‘14, this issue’s “cutest roomates”
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Editor’s Picks

Christmas Wishlist from the Log Staff
Unleashing the inner Santa-believing child in all of us!

by Sam Cox ‘16
Staff Writer

Returning home for Christ-
mas break should have 
been the happy ending 

to a stressful, test-filled week be-
fore the holiday season. But for 
the few Loomis students who 
hail from Newtown, Connecti-
cut, December 14 of last year 
was anything but a relief. Every-
body used the same analogy. The 
tweets, the Facebook posts, the 
calls, the texts, they all reflected 
the same sentiment: “This feels 
like a terrible dream.” Looking 
back on it today, it’s still hard to 
shake that feeling. Our town has 
had no choice but to overcome 
that delusion, because the mas-
sacre of 20 innocent children 
and six educators at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School was indeed a 
horrific reality.

In the days following 12/14, 
a group of friends, neighbors, 
and fellow townspeople gath-
ered in the basement of the 
Main Street Library, a stone’s 
throw away from the fu-
neral home that would soon 
be packed with families and 
friends of the first victims be-
ing laid to rest. We came to-
gether in order to try to un-
derstand what happened. We 
hugged and we cried. But most 
importantly, we talked. The el-
ephant in the room for many 
was our nation’s current gun 
laws, but we also found our-
selves discussing some equally 

important societal issues, like 
parenting, a violent media cul-
ture and mental health.

When my family tried to 
pack for a vacation we had 
planned for winter break, 
none of us could bring our-
selves to leave our commu-
nity or our friends. My father 
canceled the trip and we hun-
kered down to try to help. As 
the media invaded our small 
town and caught word of the 
meetings that my dad and 
his friends were leading, they 
joined us in our discussions.

After the first meeting, I was 
given the responsibility of cre-
ating a Facebook and Twitter 
account for the organization, 
then called Newtown United, 
and later Sandy Hook Prom-
ise. It was incredibly satisfy-
ing to see thousands of ‘likes’ 
and followers showing up on 
my computer. Within days, 
tens of thousands of people 
were sending messages, well 
wishes, suggestions and ques-
tions asking where they could 
donate money, prayer shawls 
and stuffed animals.

Emails from media giants 
such as CNN, NBC, BBC, NPR 
poured in, all asking to sit in 
on a gathering and meet with 
members of the community. 
All of this was landing on the 
computer of a Loomis fresh-
man who had no idea what 
he was doing. Soon we were 

Newtown Revisited
Reflection upon Sandy Hook 
community and the aftermath

Defending 
LC’s School 
Spirit

Back In November,  t he 
Log ran a notably con-
troversial article which 

quest ioned the Loomis com-
mu n i t y ’s  a p p a r e nt  l a c k  o f 
“pelican pride”. It opened like 
this:

“If you picture a typical high 
school football game, you may 
think of wild cheering, a march-
ing band, a cheerleading squad, 
and the roar of the crowd right 
after the last-minute touch-
down is made.  If you visit any 
typical public high school, that 
is the scene you will find. But 
at Loomis, we’re a bit different.”

The article then continues: 

“Despite our big focus on 
pelican pride and peer support, 
we are unusually quiet at sports 
games. Most sports other than 
football or hockey don’t even 
attract a crowd at all. Even at 
games where there is a big em-
phasis on cheering, many peo-
ple don’t stay for the whole du-
ration, instead staying for a bit 
then leaving at halftime.”

While the author does make 
a few very valid points (many 
students do leave at halftime 
of games and that does reflect 
poorly on our school spirit), 
I can’t help but (respectfully) 
disagree with the majority of 
the writer’s argument. While 
some sports (water polo, for 
example) don’t draw as large 
of a crowd as others, I have yet 
to see an instance where ab-
solutely zero fans attend any 
athletic contest. While a large 
group of students may not at-
tend, say, a JV Hockey home 
game at noon on a Saturday 
week two, the people that do 
attend--parents and relatives 
of the players and coaches-- 
attend because they have a 
vested interest in the outcome. 
While it would be awesome to 
have a rambunctious student 
cheering section at every var-
sity, JV and thirds home game, 
it’s an extremely unrealistic 
request to make considering 
how starved for time Loomis 
students are already.

If there’s anything that hasn’t 
changed over the course of 
my four years here on the Is-
land, it’s the constant com-
plaint of Loomis Chaffee’s lack 
of “school spirit”. Here’s the 
thing: ask any athlete, Varsity, 
JV, or even thirds, whether 
they care how many fans show 
up to their game. Unless you’re 
asking a Hockey player, (they 

Perspective

John Furlong ‘14

by Natasia Nabila ‘16
Staff Writer

Many Hunger Games tril-
ogy fans were disappointed by 
the first adaptation of Suzanne 
Collin’s young adult novel, but 
they were undeniably fasci-
nated with the new, intriguing 
sequel: Catching Fire. After 
Gary Ross replaced Francis 
Lawrence as the director of 
the film, many said confident-
ly that this film is on par with 
the novel’s engrossing details-
-it really is that good.  How-
ever, the new film had to omit 
certain scenes from the novel; 
its one hundred and forty-six 
minutes duration would not 
be able to fully capture the ex-
plicit details from a four hun-
dred-page novel. It is thus in-
evitable that some scenes were 
removed and certain details 
were lost. Specifically, charac-
ters such as Bonnie, Twill and 
Darius were absent from the 
film.

 Similarly, details in the 
book were altered to increase 
dramatization. For example, 

in the book, Gale was whipped 
because he was caught holding 
a Turkey during a time of star-
vation and poverty; but in the 
film, he was whipped because 
of his open-defiance towards 
Thread by saving a Hobber. 
In addition, Peeta did not end 
up having a prosthetic leg in 
the movie. He can swim! Oth-
erwise, it would have caused 
even more of a dramatized 
effect to see how the games 
marred the tributes both phys-
ically and emotionally.  The 
second film also allowed the 
audience to linger in the awe 
of the embellished costumes. 
Adorned with vibrant embroi-
dery, Katniss and Peeta’s cos-
tumes were simply breathtak-
ing. When Katniss’s wedding 
gown dissolved in fire, her 
costume changed into a fasci-
nating black dress with feath-
ery wings. The audiences, both 
in the movie and in real life, 
craned their necks and inched 
to the edge of their seat, eager 
to take a closer look at Cinna’s 
intricate design.

President Snow’s grand-

Movie Review: Catching Fire

LC’s Winter Musical Production	 by Aurelie Liu ‘16
Staff Writer

Imagine a world of oppres-
sion, one where society is 
dominated by tyranny, and 

where the very nature of man-
kind is buried beneath the spoils 
of enslavement. Imagine a world 
where your most basic rights are 
exploited, and everyone is forced 
into the shackles of obedience. 
This world will be courageous-
ly brought to life in the Norris 
Ely Orchard’s winter musical, 
Urinetown. The play is set in a 
town plagued by a twenty-year 

Urinetown - yes, that is the title!

NEWTOWN, PAGE 2

Black Friday for the Land of Opportunity

The mout hwater i ng smel l  of  t u rkeys 
roast ing in t he oven,  mashed pota-
toes with melted butter, and the wel-

coming voices of beloved family and friends 
waft throughout the house. What day of the 
year is it? It ’s the day before “Black Friday”, 
the day when the plans of what stores to hit 

are f inalized, the day when the coupons must 
be clipped and placed in a lphabetica l order, 
and most importantly of all, the day when the 
Black Friday mindset must be obtained. Camp-
ing outside of stores the night before “Black 
Friday” may be the only way to cash in on the 
sweetest deals since Borders went out of busi-
ness. Some people think this day hinders the 
holiday spirit of being thankful and spend-
ing quality t ime with family and friends. In 

Perspective

Hannah McCarthy Potter ’16

PELICAN PRIDE, PAGE 7

URINETOWN, PAGE 5

THE BRIGHTEST, PAGE 7  

BOYS VARSITY ICE HOCKEY: THE ICE COLD WARRIORS 
SHANNON DEVENEY`14 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG

THE HUNGER GAMES, PAGE 5

FEATURES | PAGE 5

Alex Attanasio ‘14, Mollie Richter ‘15 
and Madden Aleia ‘16

LAURA PADDOCK ‘14 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG



NEWS

Newtown a Year Later: A Student’s Reflection

Jazz Concert Makes Waves

by Jean Lee ‘15
Staff Writer

T is the time of the year 
to get in a jolly mood, 
enjoy t he brea k a nd 

great food w it h loved ones , 
exchange gifts and appreciate 
al l in life. To spread the hap-
piness and the holiday spirit 
around, the Christian Fellow-
ship community is encourag-
ing people to support those in 
need. Ma k ing cold winter 
hol idays even bet ter,  t he 
CF warms helping hands 
by ra i s i ng awa reness  of 
a nd donat ing to Loomis’ 
Giving Tree.

Everybody on cam-
pus is encouraged 
to donate items, 
which can be ei-
ther purchased 
or made. This year, 
the cause is 
to sup-
port those 
struggling 
f inancia l ly, 
most of whom 
are homeless. After 
putting the donated presents 
under the giving tree, par-
ticipants will then write the 
names of the items they con-
tribute on paper ornaments 
and hang those ornaments up 

on the tree. All the gifts will 
be given by Mr. Neary on the 
last day of school before win-
ter vacation.

All kinds of gifts are welcome. 

For those uncertain about what 
to buy, lists of gift suggestions 
are ubiquitous around campus. 

Said suggested items include 
warm clothes, toys, toilet-
ries such as soap or shampoo, 
postage stamps, pragmatic ap-
pliances like toasters, mixers 
or even gift cards to Geisslers, 
CVS, Walmart, Sears, and so 
on. Present possibilities  in-
clude but are not limited to the 
items listed; all contributions 
are welcome so long as they 
are within good taste. .

“There was no way I could 
turn away and let this tra-
dition die,” said Adrina 
Thompson ’14, a member 

of the Christian Fellowship 
community. “The Giving 

Tree unites believers 
and non-believers 

(of Christianity) 
alike under one 
common goal: to 

give to someone 
else in need.”

It is strongly en-
couraged that all stu-

dents donate something to the 
Giving Tree before the closing 
of the inter-holiday period, 
December 20th.

Christian Fellowship Holds Annual 
Giving Tree Event

scheduling meetings with re-
porters, holding larger meet-
ings with hundreds in atten-
dance, and beginning to reach 
out to families of the victims. 
As I returned to school, my 
duties were filled by other anx-
ious volunteers, but my com-
mitment to helping my town 
did not fade.

The return to school was 
strange. As empathetic and 
supportive as the people at 
Loomis are, it was hard to keep 
the swells of emotion and love 
that I had experienced at home 
under wraps as I tried to tran-
sition back to my routine of 
classes and sports. I remember 
the first lockdown drill after 
being back at school. As the 
siren on Founders wailed ee-
rily, I thought about the kids 
who had run back to the Sandy 
Hook firehouse that day. How 
will they handle a drill in their 
middle and high school years? 
What terrible memories will it 
conjure?

Over March break I went 
to a birthday celebration for 
Dylan Hockley. He would have 
turned seven that day. I met, 
for the first time, the parents of 

one of the Sandy Hook victims, 
Nicole and Ian Hockley. They 
offered me a cupcake with pur-

ple frosting – Dylan’s favorite 
color. Weeks later I sat in awe 
at the University of Hartford 
as Nicole introduced President 

Obama. He spoke passionately, 
like a parent, on the issue of 
gun violence, and came over 

to our group of Newtowners 
and shook our hands. During 
break, while doing miscella-
neous work volunteering at 

Sandy Hook Promise, I had the 
opportunity to meet many of 
the families that have dedicat-

ed their lives to honoring their 
lost children.  

  After the school year, I 
continued assisting the New-

town community in any way 
that I could. I also got lucky 
and found myself meeting the 

Kings of Leon backstage, cow-
ering underneath a tent dur-
ing a downpour at the Gov-
ernor’s Ball Music Festival in 

New York City. My dad and 
his friend had put together a 
meet-and-greet with the band 
for some of the families who 
were fans, and he asked me to 
join. It heartened me to see 
these parents, who had lost 
so much, come together and 
enjoy themselves, despite the 
hurricane-like conditions of 
the evening.

 What happened in Newtown 
has raised so many questions, 
ones we may never answer. 
But I have witnessed my town 
and its people demonstrate 
unprecedented courage, love, 
and strength in the face of ad-
versity. When I feel down or 
stressed out at Loomis, I just 
think of the Sandy Hook fami-
lies I have had the pleasure of 
knowing and what they do ev-
ery day to move forward and 
make the country safer. I have 
been inspired by these families 
every day, and although it has 
been a year since that dreaded 
event, the passion emanating 
from my town keeps me moti-
vated and confident that it will 
all turn out just fine. Every-
thing will be just fine.

JSU Celebrates Hanukkah
by Emilie Szemraj ‘16

Staff Writer

O n  T u e s d a y  D e -
c e m b e r  2 n d  a n d 
Wednesday Decem-

ber 3rd ,  t he Jew ish Student 
Un ion hosted t hei r  a n nua l 
H a n u k k a h  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n 
the Parton Room. Both Jew-
ish and non-Jewish members 
of the Loomis Chaf fee com-
munity came to the event in 
order to ref lec t on and cel-
ebrate the Jewish holiday. 

The Jewish Student Union 
has become a more dominant 
presence on the Island in the 
past year, and plans to help 
foster the Jewish Community 
on the Island. Leah Rubin 
’14, president of the club, 
explained, “We run Jewish 
events to make people feel at 
home and give them access 
to what they would normally 
have.”

For this year’s celebration, 
a large amount of the Loomis 
community turned up to play 
games, eat Jewish food, and 
learn about the traditions of 
Hanukkah. This year, Ha-
nukkah fell on Thanksgiving, 
a “1 in every 70,000 years” 
event. The two evenings of 
celebration included the tra-
ditional dreidel game, and a 
Rubin-created activity, “Jew 
or Non-Jew,” in which stu-
dents learned about the in-
accuracies of Jewish stereo-
types.

The food at the celebration 
had many traditional He-
brew foods, including latkes 
(potato pancakes), sufgani-
yot (jelly donuts), and gelt 
(chocolate).  At the end of 
the celebration, the JSU stu-
dent officers lit a candle, one 
for each night, on the Me-
norah, and said a Hebrew 
prayer. 

The Jewish Student Union’s 
main goal this year is to try 
to teach the Non-Jewish 
Loomis Community about 
Jewish traditions, heritage, 
and culture. The organiza-
tion plans to host more ac-
tivities throughout the year, 
and welcomes all Loomis 
students and faculty to par-
ticipate.

On the behalf of the entire 
Jewish Student Union, Ru-
bin would like to thank Mrs. 
Parada for helping to orga-
nize the event and the Din-
ing Hall Staff for providing 
traditional Jewish food at the 
celebration. Rubin has put a 
lot of work into the Club this 
year and comments that Alex 
Rosenthal ‘15, who will be 
taking Rubin’s position next 
year “has some big shoes to 
fill”. 
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by Michelle Choi ‘16
Staff Writer

The t went y-t wo mem-
bers  of  t he ja zz  a nd 
j a z z  i m p r o v i s a t i o n 

ensembles  a re  a  t ig ht-k n it 
g roup of  s t udent s ,  bonded 
by hours of arduous but ful-
f i l l ing pract ice.  Their hard 
work pa id of f on t he chi l ly 
evening of Sunday, December 
8th. Despite the loss 
of the graduated class 
of 2013 and the short-
age of new members, 
t he t wo g roups per-
formed phenomenally 
as Hubbard ha l l  was 
f il led with the smooth 
sound of jazz.

Mr. Fischer, cleverly 
circumventing the is-
sue of an abundance 
of saxophones and 
a shortage of other 
instruments, chose 
“music to accompany 
our strange collection 
of instruments.” This 
choice has created “a 
much different sound 
than that of last year’s 
group,” according to 
Pat Cody ‘16.

Key members vol-
untarily stepped into 
roles that had to be filled to 
make the concert a success. 
Lauren Dube ‘14 switched 
from flute to trumpet because 
there were no trumpets in the 
band. “It was nerve wracking 
because I still couldn’t hit a 
bunch of notes only minutes 
before show time, but every-
thing worked out,” says Lau-
ren. The amount of extra time 
Lauren had spent learning an 
entirely different instrument 
was admirable. “I used to play 
flute in the jazz band and 
French horn in the concert 
bad, so because of my experi-
ence in brass, Mr. Fischer had 
me switch. I had to practice 
quite a bit more to get the full 
range I needed for the pieces, 
but I’ve found that my work 
helped in all my other musical 
endeavors.”

In his interview, Drew Vo-
gel ‘15 was quick to praise the 
efforts of his improvisation 
band mates. “Ethan Twombly 
‘16, our bassist, and his walk-
ing lines over the piece “The 
Preacher” significantly bol-
stered the energy of the tune 
and also raised my expecta-
tions for the new sophomore. 
Caleb, another member of the 
group, has also impressed me 

throughout these past weeks. 
He has rocksteady time and 
while he struggled at first, he 
finally mastered the switch 
from brushes to sticks, back 
to brushes on the tune “All 
Blues.” Evan is also new to 
jazz improv this year and 
brings a lot to the table as a 
jazz pianist, taking on the im-
portant role of enhancing and 
giving the group a distinctive 

sound. Like Caleb and Ethan, 
Evan’s comping is rock solid 
and unwavering save for the 
most part.”

Backhandedly lauding Vo-
gel’s incredible skill on the 
saxophone, Caleb Rudnicki 
‘15, comments, “Occasionally, 
I just stop playing because of 
Drew Vogel. Sometimes when 
he shreds real hard on the sax-
ophone, I can’t concentrate on 
the drums anymore, so I just 
stop!” 

During the concert, the 
proud look Mr. Fischer, or 
more commonly referred to as 
“Fishy”, had on his face gave 
way to how affectionate he 
was toward his students. In 
their interviews, the members 
revealed their true apprecia-
tion and genuine gratitude to-
wards their instructor. Mem-
ber Alessandro Schooley ‘14 
says, “Kenneth Fischer is just 
a class act. The nuance with 
which he molds a jazz group 
is without question. While he 
rarely reveals stories about his 
time touring with the popular 
motown group “Earth Wind & 
Fire,” I really think it is that 
experience with that group 
that reflects on us as musi-
cians, playing with feeling 

and flavor rather than just 
with technical ability. To put 
it shortly, the jazz ensembles 
would be in shambles without 
his able leadership.” 

Evan Hsia ‘15 adds his own 
praise, saying, “Mr. Fischer’s 
just that old guy who still 
knows a lot about what he 
teaches. Every time I try poor-
ly to play the piano, he just 
comes over and shows me up 

and I just want to go do my 
homework in the corner.” 

New sophomore Xana 
Pierone ‘16 spoke about 
her first concert experience 
at Loomis Chaffee, saying, 
“The first concert wasn’t 
too nerve wracking because 
the practices really pre-
pared us and made it feel 
like any regular day. Mr. 
Fischer is extremely chill 
and jokes around a lot. It 
makes playing fun knowing 
that someone isn’t breath-
ing down our backs.”

Not only is Mr. Fischer a 
director of the jazz band, 
but is apparently the pa-
tron of the “clave” speech, 
explained by senior Doug 
Eisman: “Fisch-daddy 
hands over the clave in an 
annual ceremony in which 
the entire band plays and 

holds a concert F-minor. The 
recipient of the clave is now 
endowed with one of the most 
important roles in the band. 
While I certainly cannot re-
veal what exactly is said (do-
ing so would result in bad 
karma, perhaps eternal pun-
ishment), but I can tell you 
that the speech is said to be 
absolutely life-altering and 
changes the way you look at 
not only music, but also the 
world as a whole.”

Whether it was learning a 
new whole new instrument 
for the show, putting hours 
of extra practice, spending 
study halls in Hubbard, or 
hailing the “clave” speech, all 
members of the two bands 
worked individually for the 
group’s collective success. As 
saxophone soloist Drew says, 
“This year’s improvisational 
group is the best group I’ve 
played with at Loomis so far 
in terms of integrity and gen-
uine appreciation for music.”

JULIA SONG ‘15 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG
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by Michael Carter ‘15
Writer’s Melange Editor

The 2013 Model UN trip 
to Budapest, Hungary, 
was nothing if not an 

excursion into the depths of 
cultural diversity. While trav-
el to and from the small, oft-
overlooked nation was unpre-
dictably rough, the stay in the 
heart of the city was as good as 
it could get for the small group 
of  t rave l i ng s t udent s .  T he 
Corinthia, a five-star hotel and 
the sett ing of the upcoming 
film “Grand Budapest Hotel,” 
hosted t he conference a nd 
served as the students’ place of 
residence for the week. The ho-
tel ’s central location provided 
a launching pad into the heart 
of the city. From the outset, 
the students and teachers par-
ticipating were plunged into 
Hungarian tradit ion; taught 
by a native Hungarian profes-
sor over the course of the first 
three days, they practiced the 
language, customs, and arts of 
the small yet unique European 
country. The food, they found, 
was a tasteful mix of Austrian, 
German, and Russian fare cou-
pled with distinctively Hun-
garian ingredients like paprika 

and sour cream. The students 
not only enjoyed eat ing the 
food, but also participated in a 
cooking class that taught them 

the recipes to several classic 
dishes.

The physical city of Buda-
pest was just as intriguing as 
its culture. Many tours through 

the culture-rich haven of poets, 
playwrights, artists, and con-
querors revealed to the group 
that the city is both a histori-

cal piece of art and a modern, 
advanced metropolitan center. 
With its excellent transporta-
tion systems—some of them 
the oldest and best-designed in 

all of Europe—and its treasure 
trove of Art-Nouveau and Neo-
Classical architecture, traveling 
from one destination to an-

other was easy and entertain-
ing. And the city is just as safe 
as it is welcoming: at one point, 
students were sent off alone in 
groups of three to find as many 

monuments as they could with 
only a map written entirely in 
Hungarian.

With the beginning of the 
Yale Model 
G ov e r n m e nt 
Europe con-
ference came 
another wave 
of cultural ex-
ploration. As 
many Mod-
el UN-ers 
know, noth-
ing is more 
c o n d u c i v e 
to learning 
more about a 
culture than 
a representa-
tion of said 
culture in an 
intense debate 
setting. At 
this particular 
c o n f e r e n c e , 
most of Loo-
mis’ students 
were involved 
in several 
simulated and 

integrated Europe-wide crises. 
As delegates worked to solve 
problems within their individ-
ual nations— the Belgian cabi-
net, for example, worked out a 

solutions for ongoing domestic 
cultural tensions—many of the 
cabinets were called together to 
deal with a rapidly spreading 
pandemic across the continent. 
Naturally, in the spirit of unpre-
dictable crisis committees, the 
epidemic was revealed to be the 
work of bioterrorists, one of the 
many twists and turns that stu-
dents had to navigate around as 
they competed to formulate the 
best solution and to out-negoti-
ate their fellow delegates.

Throughout the entire trip, 
the students learned an incred-
ible amount about the Hungar-
ian nation, from its origin as 
the base of legendary warrior 
marauders one thousand years 
ago to its still-active, border-
line obsessive fascination with 
the number ninety-six. The 
adventure provided an amaz-
ing opportunity for all to take 
part in, energetically discover-
ing and experiencing a foreign 
culture first from the perspec-
tive of tourists, and then from 
the perspective of those actively 
involved in protecting the cul-
ture’s best interest. The expe-
rience was enlightening, edu-
cational, and overwhelmingly 
enjoyable as a whole.

Students Attend Model Congress in Budapest

PSO Hosts “Holiday Help”

by Winda Wanikpun ‘16
Contributor

Before it is possible to 
ex pla i n t he  pol i t ic a l 
turmoil that eventually 

brought five million people out 
onto the streets of Bangkok, 
there is a vital piece of informa-
tion which needs to be acknowl-
edged if one is to understand 
the issue in all of its complexity: 
Thailand is a country relatively 
new to the concept of a democ-
racy. It was adopted by the Thai 
government in 1932, exactly 81 
years from Monday, December 
12th, 2013. Prior to that day, 
the country was controlled by a 
handful of soldiers who claimed 
to work for the king – resulting 
in a form of government that 
more or less was a dictatorship. 
This had long lasting effects, 
for the country continued to 
operate via military leadership, 
a regime which held onto power 
until 1989, when the ideals of 
democracy were f ina l ly em-
braced after a college-student-
led rally. To use a metaphor, 
modern-day Thai land is the 
equivalent of a 30-year-old soul 
trapped in the body of an man 
in his 80s’: overdeveloped and 
immature.

Now we can refocus on the 
topic at hand. When the Thai 
army took over Bangkok in an 
alarming, nation-rattling mili-
tary coup, the prime minister at 
the time, Thaksin Shinawatra, 
was abruptly called to court. As 
it turns out, the now ex-prime 
minister was embezzling gov-
ernment funds and using them 
to his own advantages, shocking 
millions of Thai citizens who, 
prior to the incident, sincerely 
believed that Shinwatra de-
served the title of “The Greatest 
Man on Planet Earth”. 

But, there was an issue: since 

the Prime Minister was in the 
United States at the time, he was 
not able to appear in court on the 
day of his trial and he was nev-
er formally charged. Thus, the 
Thai people naturally grew sus-
picious of Thaksin’s behaviors 
prior to his leaving the country. 
When he was called to court, the 
people had been on the streets 
for a short while and believed he 
no longer deserved his position. 
Then the military showed up 
to publically announce a coup 
d’etat at the request of protesters, 
all while Thaksin was out of the 
country attending a conference 
at the United Nations headquar-
ters in New York. With the coup  
launched, the military instantly 
gained the power to rewrite the 
previous constitution in such a 
way that unmistakably favored 
the military and shunned the 
privileges of Thaksin Shinawa-
tra and his regime. Thaksin has 
never stepped foot onto Thai 
soil since. 

So let’s fast forward to 2011 
when Yingluk Shinawatra, 
Thaksin’s sister, was elected as 
the first female prime minister 
of Thailand. Since her victory, 
the new PM has been accused 
by the opposition party of elec-
toral fraud, abuse of power, and 
corruption. Due to her populist 
policies and reasonably strong 
fan base amongst the poorer 
districts of Thailand (which 
happens to include the major-
ity of the country), she was able 
to smoothly carry on her posi-
tion for the first two years of her 
term.

However, in the late third 
quarter of PM Yingluk’s reign, 
the amnesty bill incident oc-
curred and everyone was able to 
smell the unmistakable stench 
of corruption hidden in the Shi-
nawatra regime. 

In early October this year, PM 

Yingluk and her party drafted a 
seemingly kindhearted amnesty 
bill with the hopes of freeing the 
so-called “political prisoners” 
who had been jailed since the 
2006 coup. Then things began to 
heat up after the 2nd reading of 
the bill in parliament where cer-
tain additions were made, those 
of which not only included the 
pardon all corrupted politicians, 
but also the refund of the money 
they embezzled. Once the pieces 
were inevitably put together, the 
nation came to a realization that 
if the bill were to pass, not only 
would Thaksin Shinawatra be 
able to freely graze Thai soil, but 
he would do so as a contemp-
tuous billionaire. And so the 
locals, angered and frustrated 
at the possibility of Thaksin re-
turning to Thailand, began pro-
testing.

Increasing in numbers as days 
went by, up to several million 
people are now on the streets 
of Bangkok, all with high hopes 
and the exact same ultimatum. 
Simply put, the protesters are 
not happy. 

Their demands include:  PM 
Yingluk’s immediate resigna-
tion, the Shinawatra/Thak-
sin regime abolished, and the 
much needed political reform. 
With the current government 
attempting to find ways of sur-
vival, the country itself faces in-
stead faces gridlock, all because 
of the manner in which the pre-
vious constitution was written. 

I think of the protest as a 
learning curve for Thailand, 
who is getting one gigantic step 
closer to finally acting its own 
age. With the parliament dis-
solved and the cabinet expected 
to step down in the near future, 
a long overdue government re-
form will be the final ingredient 
to Thailand’s recipe of peace.

Thailand Protests: 
A March of Millions

by Stephanie Yiu ‘14
Staff Writer

A s the year comes to 
an end, people start 
d r i n k i ng t he i r  hot 

chocolate and ref lect ing on 
what they have done the past 
year. With Hanukkah already 
started, and Christmas coming 
soon, people are thinking about 
gifts and what they should buy 
for that special someone. PSO 

is tak ing an extra step and 
thinking about tota l strang-
ers by holding a Holiday Help 
event to spread even more holi-
day cheer. Loomis Chaffee has 
been planning Holiday Help 
for approx imately 20 years 
now and our school teams up 
with the Windsor Department 
of Social Services. The Holiday 
Help event includes the wish 
lists of either families or single 
people, and PSO is hoping that 
many people, students, staff, 
and faculty will be willing to 
group up and work together 
to fu l f i l l  a l l of their needs. 
Because most organizat ions 
“adopt” families and/or offer 
gifts for children, Loomis has 
decided to adopt single adults. 

Ms. Lombardo says, “There 
are many lonely single adults 
that spend the holidays alone 
without any family or friends 
and are forgotten. We thought 
f i nd i ng sponsors  for  t hem 
would be a way to brighten up 
their lives during this season.” 
The Windsor Department of 
Social Services sends Loomis a 
basic list that includes not only 
their wishes, but a lso other 
ideas that might aid in making 

their lives a little bit easier.
This year, 22 adults, ranging 

from 30 to 98 years old, need 
our help, and all they request 
are simple necessities such as 
winter coats, gloves, socks, 
scarves, and hats, just to name a 
few. It is the winter season, and 
they will need warm clothes 
such as flannel shirts, and some 
may even need sheets, towels, 
or personal care items. Due to 
their limited income, they are 
unable to buy these materials, 
things that we have plenty of in 
our own houses. Since PSO will 
be putting the gifts together, no 
wrapping is needed. The fact 
that you have spent your time 
finding the items means a lot. 
The baskets will be put together 

December 18th, and the Social 
Workers will pick them up and 
deliver them to the adults since 
most of them do not have trans-
portation. When asked why she 
loves Holiday Help, PSO co-
president Eliana Zhou ’14 says, 
“I think Holiday Help is a really 
heartwarming program. Not 
everyone is well off and it is 
nice to know that there are so 
many people who are willing to 
help the unfortunate. It moves 

me to see people buying pres-
ents for strangers to make this 
festive season more enjoyable. 
Palmer will be adopting a per-
son from the Holiday Help list; 
we believe in helping every way 
we can.”

Palmer is already taking an 
active part in this event, and 
there are many other opportu-
nities for you to help out the 
less fortunate such as the Chris-
tian Fellowship’s Giving Tree. 
The more people you team up 
with, the more gifts you can 
buy together, and ultimately, 
you will all feel better knowing 
that you have significantly im-
proved somebody’s life.

How will you give back this 
holiday season?

PHOTO COURTESY OF RACHEL ENGELKE

PHOTO COURTESY OF KNITTING IS KNOTTY

NEWS IN BRIEF

Time Person of 
the Year: 

Pope Francis has named Time 
Magazine’s person of the year. 
From his comments on gays to 
his penchant for Twitter, Pope 
Francis’ every move has gar-
nered strong reactions from the 
world media. 

Winter Orches-
tra Concert

On December 15 at 2pm, the 
Loomis Chaffee Orchestra held 
its winter concert, complete with 
Concert Choir, faculty members, 
and concert band musicians tak-
ing part in the show. 

Beyonce’s New 
Album

Iconic singer-songwriter Be-
yonce’s new self-titled album 
immediately went viral, reach-
ing the No.1 spot in 90 coun-
tries on iTunes charts, even 
though the album received no 
major advertisement.

Write for the Log!
....because you’ll probably be watching 
Netflix all weekend otherwise.

Contact any of the editors, or email  
log@loomis.org
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by Jack Bradley ‘14 
& Dennis Joyce ‘14

Columnists

Few people have the tenaci-
ty, calf strength, and sheer 
wi l lpower to step foot 

out on the Varsity Basketball 
Court. Those who don’t possess 
the emotional toughness to step 
onto the V-ball court can li mp/
skip on over to Club A Basket-
ball. Club A Ball is all about one 
thing and one thing alone: FUN-
damentals. From learning how 
to run good to hitting 4 out of 10 
layups (Guaranteed!). Club ball 
is no joke. Using the joke anal-
ogy, Club A is similar to a website 
devoted solely to “Squeaky clean 
puns. Puns so clean, you can tell 
them to your grandma!” It is full 
of bad puns and the longer you 
play the sadder you get.

The coaching staff is com-
prised of a dedicated core of fac-
ulty who totally want to be there 
everyday. They mainly take at-
tendance and avoid eye-contact 
with the “athletes”. We recently 
sat down with a member of the 
coaching staff to discuss strat-
egy, attendance, and morale, all 
of which were pretty low.

GNO: So how is your team 
looking this year coach?

Coach: Yeah.
GNO: I see that you recently 

picked up some freshmen tal-
ent. A bold move. How do you 
think this will affect your team’s 
dynamic?

Coach: For sure.
GNO: And why do you think 

he will make a good power for-
ward?

Coach: Uh-huh.
GNO: So you’re saying he is 

superior to most of the talent 
on the team?

Coach: Sure.
GNO: Any closing comments 

coach?
Coach: I plan to bring the 

same enthusiasm I have for duty 
nights to the Club A court.

GNO: Thanks you for your 
time Coach!

The typical Club A player, 
an overall confused sophomore 
day-student with skinny calves, 
sweaty armpits, Nike socks, and 
generic mid calves, is an all-out 
workhorse. He’s always will-
ing to improve in all facets of 
Club-A basketball except Club 
A-Basketball and also probably 
school. He has a deep aver-
sion to girls and competition 
and prefers to spend his time 
googling funny animal videos 
and eating a whole thing of tuna 

fresh out of the can. He is, how-
ever, a total clutch to have on 
your Minecraft server. (Can you 
say enchanted pickaxes?)

However, not every Club A 
player is this cool. Some of them 
are committed, athletic, and te-
nacious, but Matt Rollings ‘14 is 

sometimes sick. There are also 
some Varsity athletes who just 
didn’t have what it takes for AP 
weights. (See: our AP Weights 
Article, Subsection: Lacrosse) 
We recently sat down with a 
player on a high-scoring Club A 
team to discuss athletics, perse-
verance, and Minecraft.

GNO: How’s the season look-
ing so far?

Player: It’s going real good. 
The team’s almost got passes 
and shoots. Looks like it’ll be 
just around the corner.

GNO: Right on! How’s the 
coaching staff?

Player. They seem really en-
thusiastic and excited to be 
there. It seems they are having 
as much fun as they do on duty-
nights.

GNO: Sweet! Who is the most 
valuable player on your team?

Player: Paul Aklilu. He’s the 
emotional and physical glue of 
the whole program. Without 
Paul, we would all suffer a loss. 
He is a combination of Larry 
Bird’s quick playing style, Jor-
dan’s finesse, and Magic John-
son’s sheer love for the game. If 
not Paul, then who?

GNO: Excellent. Thanks for 
your time player!

If any of you were wonder-

ing, “If not Paul, then who?” we 
have an answer. Lawson Kelly, 
that’s who. There’s nothing spe-
cial about him besides absolute-
ly everything. Every single sor-
ry excuse for a basketball player 
that has ever tried to D him up 
has ended up with shattered 
ankles and a remarkably low 
self esteem. Lawson has been 
known to play dirty. By “play-
ing dirty” we mean he throws 
anywhere between 18-46 bows 
a game not counting time-outs 
and bathroom breaks. Lawson 
Kelly is to basketball as Chef 
Gordon Ramsey is to the fine 
art of Souffle. Lawson is to the 
sky hook as Corey Simone from 
“Cory in the House” is to the 
American geopolitical struc-
ture. Yup, that important.		
     So that pretty much does it 
for Club A Basketball. Join us 
next time when we feel com-
pelled to write yet another sad 
excuse of an article on some 
sports program here at LC. 

Editor’s Note: The “interview” 
with the coach was made up for 
comedic purposes. No offense 
was intended.

The Ballers of Club A

Cutest Roommates:
Julia Crerend ‘14 & Nana Minder ‘14

by Eliana Zhou ‘14
Features Editor

I love polar bears. Most of us will 
never go to the Arctic and see the 
exotic tundra animals, but this 

spring break a group of pelicans will 
be able to experience the snowy de-
lights of the arctic. Polar bears, snowy 
owls, arctic hares, and red foxes are 
a few examples of the arctic animals 
that we are familiar with. With the 
impending trip, I can’t help but won-
der if our students will be fortunate 
enough to see such animals in their 
wintery terrain.

Driven by curiosity, I searched 
up a few more arctic animals. 
The “Unicorn of the Sea” is by far 
my favorite exotic animal. Also 
known as a Narwhal, the “Unicorn 
of the Sea” is a pale colored por-
poise with a long tusk. Unicorns/
Narwhals exist! Baffled by that 
realization, I immediately google 
imaged it. They turned out look-
ing a lot scarier than I expected. 
Ac c ord -
ing to 
W o r l d 
Wi ld l i fe 
F u n d 
( W W F ) , 
t h e y 
look like 
a cross 
b etween 
a whale 
and a 
unicorn. 
U n f o r -
tunately, 
N a r -
w h a l s 
are be-
c o m i n g 
e n d a n -
gered due to global warming and 
over hunting. Their long tusks 
and skin are an important source 
of Vitamin C in the traditional 
Arctic diet.

While I love animals, these 
“unicorns” are not the main focus 
of this trip. For 11 days, our stu-
dents will travel to the Arctic Cir-
cle to further study and explore 
our changing climate. With a team 
of research scientists from Earth-
watch, our pelicans will have the 
first hand experience of working 
together with the team and col-
lecting samples. More specifical-
ly, Earthwatch is an international 
non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to promoting a sustainable en-
vironment and engaging people 
in scientific field research. With 
more than a week of field and lab 
research, our students will be able 
to see the beauty of the Arctic 

and the tragedy of global warm-
ing. Ms Conger, the faculty mem-
ber going on the Arctic trip, ex-
presses her views on this unique 
trip, “I’ve been interested in Cli-
mate Change for a long time, so 
I am just so excited to have the 
opportunity to participate in Cli-
mate Change research. In addi-
tion, it will be really great to work 
alongside LC students, doing real 
scientific research and learning 
new things together.” Earthwatch 
institute describes the details in-
volved, “Regardless of the condi-
tions, we do our work and put up 
with the good, the bad, and the 
ugly weather, knowing that the 
Churchill Northern Studies Cen-
tre (in Canada) will offer comfort, 
food, and shelter at the end of the 
day. Between the long days of data 
collection and lab work, we make 
time for team members to take in 
some of the local attractions.” The 
main research goal for this trip 
is to establish an environmental 

monitoring program to collect 
baseline quantitative data on cli-
mate related changes in northern 
ecosystems. This project focuses 
on two of the global warming re-
lated changes: permafrost thaw-
ing and the shift of the treeline to 
the north. Earthwatch has estab-
lished 11 long-term environmen-
tal monitoring sites along a line 
extending from the boreal forest 
into the Arctic tundra to measure 
a set of key ecosystem compo-
nents. these include components 
of the environment like snow 
conditions, ground temperature, 
depth of thawing, soil carbon as 
well the biological components of 
the ecosystem like trees, shrubs 
and small mammals.

As we know, the Arctic has low 
biological activity and a small 
biomass. Thinking about the Arc-
tic trip, I wonder about their lo-

cal culture. Are the people there 
known as Eskimos? Eskimos is a 
term for indigenous people who 
have traditionally inhabited the 
circumpolar region. These people 
are the most diverse group in the 
world and they still lead a partly 
aboriginal way of life. However, 
the term Eskimos is widely con-
sidered to be pejorative. In Can-
ada, the only type of Eskimos is 
the Inuit. Several groups of indig-
enous people live in the Arctic. 
For example, there are three main 
groups of Alaskan Natives, the 
Inuit, Aleut, and Indian.

How about food culture in the 
Arctic? A research project from 
Brandon University says most fish 
are still consumed raw by the In-
uit. I’m thinking it’s not the typi-
cal Japanese sashimi we’re used 
to. But maybe it tastes the same. 
When our pelicans return from 
their trip, they can enlighten us. 
As I continue reading the article, 
it becomes highly disturbing with 

many gory 
details about 
hunting ani-
mals and 
eating them 
raw.  

 From 
seeing Nar-
whals to ex-
p e r i e n c i n g 
the Inuit 
culture, our 
loomis stu-
dents and 
faculty going 
on the trip 
will have the 
unique op-
portunity of 
e x p l o r i n g 

the wonders of the Arctic Circle. 
The students going on the trip 
look forward to bearing the cold 
and collecting precious samples 
for scientific research. This jour-
ney actively engages our school 
theme as students discover the 
full extend of climate change. Ms 
Conger says, “I’m hoping that the 
students will have an amazing 
experience and will share what 
they’ve learned with the com-
munity upon our return”. As we 
bid them bon voyage and a safe 
return to their warm nests, we 
should also think about the con-
sequences of climate change and 
personal ways to avert the course 
of an environmentally detrimen-
tal future. 

LC’s Arctic Expedition

LAURA PADDOCK `14 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE LOG

by Isabella Ep-
stein ‘16

Staff Writer

Two girls, one room, 
twenty-four hours a 
day. Julia Crerend 

‘14 and Nana Minder ‘14, 
Mason seniors 
who roomed 
t o g e t h e r  a s 
u n d e r c l a s s -
men, are back 
as roommates 
o n c e  a g a i n , 
spending their 
last year on the 
Island togeth-
er. To me, the 
idea of having 
a  ro om m at e 
seems impossi-
ble, but some-
how they make 
it work. It was 
t he  su m mer 
before fresh-
man year, and 
two nervous, 
n a i l - b i t i n g 
fourteen-year-
olds, Nana and Julia, had 
no idea what they were 
getting themselves into. 
Their first-year rooming, 
a random combination, 
eventually progressed into 
a lifelong relationship full 
of laughter, tears, good and 
bad times, and so much 
more. No, they were not 
getting married, Julia and 
Nana were about to begin 
their journey together as 
roomies.

A few weeks before 
school started, Julia 
Crerend was eager to 
find out who her room-
mate would be. Unable 
to handle the suspense, 
she called in a team of 
investigators to solve 
the mystery. Well, not 
quite, but she did pull 
some strings and man-
age to put her Loomis 
connection (her older 
sister), to use.  After a 
bit of detective work, 
Julia, from New Ca-
naan, Connecticut, dis-
covered that she would 
be rooming with Nana 
Minder from Brooklyn, 
New York. With just a 
name and location, Ju-
lia took a giant leap of 
faith and eagerly mes-
saged Nana on Face-
book. After talking and 

planning out their room 
set up, matching color 
schemes, and deciding 
wall decorations, all be-
fore fall term had even 
began, the last thing 
they had to do was 
meet face to face. And 

once again, Julia left it 
to herself to make the 
first move. During reg-
istration, Julia, a then 
timid but now bold girl, 
walked over to Nana 
and said “Hey, I think I 
am your roommate.”

To say they got off to 
an amazing start would 
be a bit of an overstate-
ment. In fact, for the 
first few months, they 
strongly disliked each 
other and had diffi-
culties growing accus-
tomed to living togeth-
er, but, after a while, the 
two learned how similar 
they were. And once 
they did, it is safe to say 
the rest was history.

For three out of their 
four years at Loomis, 
with the exception of 
junior year since both 
were prefects in Har-
man, Nana and Julia 
have been roommates. 
“We are best friends 
and we balance each 
other out,” said Julia as 
she reflected on their 
past. While the two 
have a wide variety of 
interests, ranging from 
dance, track, and music 
to field hockey, sports, 
and animals, some-
times it is their differ-

ences that bring them 
together. Even with 
their differing hob-
bies, they do share a 
lot common ground. 
For example, both girls 
love Justin Timberlake, 
boys, Someone Like 

You, singing, 
parties, giving 
advice, bak-
ing, and their 
own senses of 
humor. 

L i v i n g 
with some-
one brings 
people closer 
than one can 
imagine, al-
lowing a rela-
tionship, and 
friendship, on 
a completely 
different level. 
“She gives re-
ally good ad-
vice on life, 
she is great 
at comforting 
people, she is 

good at playing match-
maker, and I feel like I 
can be myself around 
her, especially since she 
dismisses it when I go 
crazy,” chuckled Julia. 
Nana chimed in, saying 
that “Julia is the only 
one I feel comfortable 
crying around because 
she knows how to han-
dle it. She is not afraid 
to tell me the truth. 
She is not boring—and 
I could not live with 
someone who is. She is 
always there for me.” 

Though the two 
cringed when I men-
tioned the thought of 
next year, they said 
with confidence that 
they “do not know what 
[they] will do with-
out each other, but 
[they] are best friends 
so [they] have nothing 
to worry about.” And, 
in the words of “their 
song,” Adele’s Someone 
Like You, but with their 
own tweak, “I will never 
find someone like you.”
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Log Staff Report

Here at Loomis Chaffee, we all have a lot of things 
to be grateful for: relaxing weekends, spacious dorm 
rooms, manageable workloads, edible forms of chick-
en—wait, just kidding! One can only dream! Here at 
the Log, we are grateful for Christmas, a time when 
being grateful is put on the backburner and replaced 
by presents. To preserve the holiday spirit of wanting 
stuff, the Log staff has decided to present a condensed 
sneak peek of what our favorite editors are asking 
Santa for this December (including socks, rom-
coms, and, almost unanimously, boyfriends!). Merry 
Christmas!

Dear: Santa From: The Log

The Hunger Games Returns

daughter was introduced in 
the film to emphasizine Kat-
niss’s role as a trendsetter in-
stead of a follower. This new 
character exemplified Kat-
niss’s uncon-
tainable cha-
risma; she 
views Kat-
niss as a role 
model and an 
i m p r e s s i v e 
heroine for 
volunteering 
as a tribute 
to replace 
her young-
er sister. I 
think Snow’s 
granddaugh-
ter also signi-
fied the larg-
er truth that 
no one likes 
the capitol. 
As the dis-
tricts started 
to rise in op-
position, ev-
eryone was 
swept in a 
hungry de-
sire to rebel 
against the 
l u d i c r o u s 
regime and 
i n h u m a n e 
a d m i n i s t r a -
tions. 

Instead of 
just depicting 
Katniss Everdeen’s point-of-
view, the film shows multi-
faceted perspectives of other 
characters. Specifically, the 
movie depicted people’s var-
ied emotions during over-

whelming circumstances. 
Effie’s teary goodbye to her 
tributes, from her quivering 
voice to her furrowed brows 
portrayed a more empathetic 
side of herself compared to 

the one in the novel. Despite 
being from the Capitol, Effie 
formed a special attachment 
towards Katniss and Peeta and 
was deeply affected by their 
plight. 

Although the film did have 
a riveting effect on the au-
dience, it was atypical that 
Katniss’s ‘pregnancy’ seemed 
to be easily forgotten after 
Peeta announced it during his 

b r o a d c a s t e d 
i n t e r v i e w . 
The film ne-
glected the 
fact that she 
should be 
careful with 
the new life in 
her. Instead, 
they only in-
vited the au-
dience to be 
content with 
the brutality 
of the games. 

N e v e r t h e -
less, the film, 
just like the 
novel, was 
c o m p e l l i n g , 
e n g a g i n g , 
and thought 
p r o v o k i n g . 
As of Decem-
ber 6, 2013, 
The Hun-
ger Games: 
C a t c h i n g 
Fire has 
earned $317 
Million in 
North Amer-
ica alone and 
$276 Million 
i nte r n at i on -
ally, for a 

worldwide total of $593 Mil-
lion. Now, we just have to 
wait for the third installment 
in the trilogy, Mockingjay to 
be released. 

drought, suffering the effects of 
water-shortage and monopolis-
tic corruption. Private toilets are 
deemed unimaginable and peo-
ple must pay fees to use public 
restrooms. Business tycoon and 
antagonist, Cladwell B. Cladwell, 
managed to monopolise all the 
restrooms in the town through 
the Urine Good Company. If 
anyone dares to venture out of 
the harsh laws that encumber 
them, they will be sent away 
forever to a penal colony named 
Urinetown. Yet a spark of color 
is introduced in their gloomy 
lives; Bobby Strong, a naïve 
young man, decides to fight for 
freedom. Teaming up with Hope 
Cladwell, Mr. Cladwell’s daugh-
ter, they begin a revolution that 
questions many aspects of their 
society and political responsi-
bilities. Other characters such as 
Penelope Pennywise, who main-
tains order in the restrooms, 
and Little Sally, a shrewd street 
urchin, enrich the story’s plot. 
Narrated by Officer Lockstock, 
a policeman, the true nature of 
many other characters will be 
revealed throughout the play.

Despite it’s solemn setting, 
Urinetown is a hilarious musi-
cal that satirizes many different 
aspects of our society. “Beyond 
the plot, it’s a comedic satire 
criticizing capitalism, the na-
ture that our society is based 
around, and the idea of revo-
lution,” explains Junior John 
Kim, who will be the lead char-
acter, Bobby Strong. The show 

even parodies other musicals 
such as Les Misérables, West 
Side Story, Chicago, and The 
Cradle Will Rock. Through its 
humour and touching honesty, 
Urinetown presents multiple 
thought-provoking messages. 
Denying obedience to author-
ity (a “screw the man” ideal, 
as John eloquently puts it), 
and questioning revolutions, 
Urinetown condemns many 
aspects of civilization. “You 
really have to think about to-
morrow when you’re in a revo-
lution,” explains Sophomore 
Kirsten Mossberg, cast as Hope 
Cladwell. This play is also very 
relevant to our school theme, 
global warming, as the people 
live a life destitute of natural 
resources. Sophomore Madden 
Aleia, cast as Penelope Pen-
nywise, elaborates, “It’s about 
conservation, and being careful 
with what we have.”

Nonetheless, the most im-
portant aspect of this play is 
its ceaselessly enthusiastic and 
motivated cast and crew. “We’re 
all one big family, we love each 
other,” Kirsten laughs. With a 
particularly big cast this term, 
the NEO is constantly filled 
with liveliness during their dai-
ly rehearsals. “We have acting 
rehearsals, singing rehearsals, 
and dancing rehearsals, so if it’s 
singing we’ll literally be singing 
for hours straight,” senior Alex 
Attanasio reveals. This musical 
will also have a lot more dance 
routines, which calls for a strict 

exercise regime. From crunches 
to pushups to jumping jacks, 
the NEO is far from a place to 
simply memorizing lines. As 
the boys regard the dance rou-
tines with slight disdain, they 
admit that many of them had 
not been dancing for long. Re-
gardless of their unfamiliarity 
with these new routines, these 
students will be working hard 
all throughout the winter to 
deliver the best show possible.

To everyone who thought the 
email introducing the winter 
play as Urinetown was a typo 
or a joke, think again. This bril-
liantly crafted play will defi-
nitely amaze you with its clever 
humour and profound truths. 
John Kim divulges, “I think 
you’ll be challenged and it’ll 
make you think, but the cool 
thing about this musical is that 
you’ll be laughing the whole 
time.” Exaggerated and over-
blown at moments but painful-
ly honest at others, Urinetown 
is the perfect mix for provoca-
tive entertainment. Even if you 
feel as though you really have 
too much homework that week, 
or you’re too lazy to walk to 
the NEO, watching Urinetown 
is an absolute must for you to 
experience such a unique show 
and support your peers in their 
relentless efforts in creating 
this masterpiece.

Urinetown: Satire, 
Comedy, and Pee?
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Michael Carter, Melangé Editor:
—Bodyguards to keep the paparazzi away
—Coffee 
—Warlordship over a small nation
—A one-way ticket to a very very far away place
—Maybe some socks

Madison Peterson-Porta, Sports Editor:
—The new Lululemon headband in all assorted 

colors
—A driver’s license (not for driving- for seeming 

older)
—A room on the first floor so that my quads 

don’t hurt after brutal debate practice.

Harriet Cho, Managing Editor:
—Free ticket to Istanbul
—Ability to master a language in an hour
—Survival manual for Mr. Scanlon’s AP Literature Class
—A boyfriend (conforming to the LOG norm)

John Furlong, Editor-in-Chief: 
—Speakers for the Log Room, so I can blast 

Rebecca Black’s “Friday” at full volume for 
the entirety of layout weekend. 

—A better singing voice, so my fellow edi-
tors don’t give me death threats every time I 
try to sing along.

Juwon Jun, Editor-in-Chief:
—A lover that will cuddle with me. 
—Stolen oversized sweaters from 

men all around the around.
—Socks. All the socks—polka dot 

socks, striped socks, animal socks, 
fluffy socks, etc

—A bangin’ bod.

Claire Kim, Opinions Editor:
—A clone of myself that can do all the 

work for me while I hide in my room watch-
ing unrealistic romantic comedies with a 
family-sized bag of veggie chips. 

—A magic lamp that can generate LOG 
articles ALL THE TIME.

—I guess a boyfriend would be nice, too. 
I guess. 

John Kim, News Editor:
—Fuzzy socks
—A charging phone case
—A competent news co-editor
—Fred Mun’s dashing good looks. 

Whenever I look at him, I can’t help but 
blush. The blood rushes to my face and...oh

Quinn Schoen, Features Editor:
—A boyfriend pillow. Or a boyfriend, so my mom will stop 

asking me why I’m still single.
—To rid New York of the horrible subway breakdancers 

who almost kick me every time I’m just doing my thang and 
trying to get home. Just stop. Please.  Let me ride in peace. 

—My own Bravo reality show, mostly because I want one 
of those sassy intros where my family is smiling behind me as 
I spin around and say something like: “I make my own path, 
and I’m not afraid to leave everyone in my dust”—you know, 
just because. 

—To be Beyonce. 
—I’m just going to put boyfriend again. For emphasis (and 

desperation?)

Julia Song, Photo Editor:
—A life(time supply of SAT study guides)
—To one day found an elite SAT camp.
—Joseph Gordon-Levitt
—Sleep

Fred Mun, News Editor:
—assorted neon colored speedos 

(the small kind)
—John Kim’s singing voice.
—A Beyonce-style surprise album 

but by the Spice GirlsKaren Cha, Managing Editor:
—Michael Carter’s requited love because 

sweet Jesus that boy is perfect. 
—A fleece lined onesie

—A puppy and/or kitty and/or bunny
—All the patterned socks be-

cause patterned socks

Bobby Turner, Opinions Editor:
—Free Ben and Jerry’s ice cream 

in the SNUG. 
—The complete Boz Scaggs col-

lection
—Korean male model boyfriend 

(obvi)

Alexandra Smith, Sports Editor:
—How-To-Be-Beyonce workshop tutorial
—To one day after years of mere hopes and dreams, 

to suddenly awake to a new dawn upon the magical re-
alization: I am Beyonce.

—Ray Ban Glasses (Mackey Dubay/Beyonce style)
—Jay-Z tickets (to observe and analyze the beings of 

Beyonce)
—Beyonce

Eliana Zhou, Features Editor:
—A 6ft tall teddy bear with pink fur and purple eyes!! 
—Green Tea Frappucino :3 
—Unlimited $$ gift card to Dubai’s six star hotel and a ONE-WAY 

air ticket.
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A Waste of Time or a Spark of Genius?  

OP-ED
LAUREN RUBINO ‘14

I n t he  p a s t  fe w mont h s 
h e r e  a t  L o o m i s ,  e v e r y 
g rade has come i n con-

tact at least once with some-
thing ca l led Hubbard Ta lks. 
T h e s e  Hu b b a r d  Ta l k s  a r e 
speeches writ ten by students 
for  t he i r  fe l low c l a s smate s 
on i ssues a nd cont roversies 
that resonate deeply with the 
pu bl ic .   He ld  du r i n g  c l a s s 
m e e t i n g s ,  t h e s e  H u b b a r d 
Ta l k s were created not on ly 
t o  p r o v i d e  c l a s s  m e e t i n g s 
w it h  i nteres t i ng d ia log ues , 
but  a l s o  to  sha re  s t udent ’s 
interest s  w it h t he spea kers’ 
respect ive classes.

When first introduced to 
class meetings, Hubbard 
Talks were considered by 
many as essentially a waste 
of time. Class meetings were 

already jam-packed with an-
nouncements from class of-
ficers, student council,  and 
the deans. Also, if you were 
one of the lucky upperclass-
men, you had the good for-
tune of having college office 
announcements thrown in 
the mix as well! No one knew 
if there would really be time 
for these Talks or if they were 
even worth making the time 
for. Already, with all of these 
necessary announcements 
and updates, not to mention 
the pounds of homework sit-
ting in the backpack waiting 
to be done, who would want 
to sacrifice more time from 
a precious free period, to 
listen to speeches on things 
that didn’t seem to pertain 
directly to their lives?

It seemed to me at f irst that 
there wouldn’t and couldn’t 
be time for these Talks.  In 
the time that I would be lis-
tening to these speeches, I 
could be doing some home-
work that would allow me a 
little more sleep at night, I 
could be getting a snack be-
cause I missed breakfast, or 
I could be studying for a test 
that I would be taking within 
the next few periods after 
class meetings.  After all,  the 
point of class meetings is to 
update students on weekly 
agendas that are relevant to 
our daily lives, not for stu-
dents to hear speeches that 
don’t seem to apply to them 
personally.  I just couldn’t 
understand what could be 
gained from having another 

compulsory obligation to ad-
here to at class meetings.

Then, I heard my first 
‘Hubbard Talk’.  I remember 
it distinctly ; a hush fell over 
the room as the first speak-
er went up to speak on gun 
control.  I could practically 
hear the audience hanging 
on every word that was spo-
ken and could almost feel the 
tension that built up in the 
room as the speaker crawled 
closer towards his eventual 
goal of showing us both sides 
of the gun control argument.  
When at last he was finished 
with speaking to the audi-
ence, it exploded into ener-
getic applause and the first 
speaker of the Hubbard Talks 
walked off the stage a hero.  
Ok, well,  this didn’t actually 

happen, but the first Hub-
bard Talks were greeted with 
silent respect and everyone 
in the audience paid close 
attention to what was being 
said.  As this was our first 
experience of Hubbard Talks, 
I think the first speaker did 
a fantastic job and stated 
his case clearly, encouraging 
very much afterthought in 
every one of us.

Yes, I was very hesitant 
about the usefulness of Hub-
bard Talks, but after hearing 
some of these speeches, I’ve 
decided that not only are they 
not so bad, but I would even 
go so far as to say that they 
are a welcome interruption 
from class meetings.  Listen-
ing to my peers speak about 
something that they are pas-

sionate about not only makes 
for good listening, but actu-
ally educates me on issues at 
hand, helping me gain differ-
ent insights.  Now, it might 
be awhile before I would go 
so far as saying that I love 
Hubbard Talks and they are 
an absolute necessity in class 
meetings, let alone one day 
will I be brave enough to be 
the one to speak in front of 
the whole class, but I will 
say that I now understand 
that these speeches are a way 
for students to communicate 
with others about what inter-
ests them and what they have 
a passion for. For whatever 
else Hubbard Talks may be, 
they are definitely here to 
stay.  

A refreshing commentary on the nature of Hubbard Talks

There was a time when a 
quarter pressed into the 
palm of my hand meant 

the world. Before I could see 
its scars, its dulled and grimy 
imperfections caused by aim-
lessly migrating through back 
pockets and cash registers and 
unwashed hands, or that one 
regrettable sojourn at the bot-
tom of a parking meter, I saw 
that it glit tered. Back during 
the muddled days of summer, 
every moment felt l ike a vin-
tage photograph with its hazy, 
amber hue, and I would clasp 
both hands around my coin, 
a s  i f  enc losi ng a  but ter f ly, 
and careful ly bring it to that 
old, red skyscraper of a vend-
ing machine, pressing my face 
against the glass as a precious 
f ive-pack of  g u m u ncurled . 
I  wou ld wadd le back to my 
b e ach towel  a nd s i t  c ros s -
legged, watching my brother 
bui ld sandcast les, slowly un-
w rappi ng each s t r ip before 
crumpling al l f ive pieces into 
my mouth in one ceremonial 
swoop. I would taste summer: 
t he cha l k y residue of  Ju ic y 
Fruit mixed with the burn of 
sa lt water at the back of my 
throat and the sweet st ing of 
sun screen.

As a child I often walked 
with my hand up and head 
down, guided by the grasp 
of my mother, searching the 
streets for forgotten gold: a 
little penny shining near the 
edge of a sewer drain or a 
dime hiding amidst cracks in 
the sidewalk. My father began 
collecting coins at age twelve, 
receiving a sleek silver dol-
lar every week for his paper 
route, and by the time I was 

four years old, I would spent 
most nights following my fa-
ther’s trail down the steps 
to our basement, where, in 
a little room out of sight to 
the untrained eye, I would 
sit and watch him, hunched 
over with a magnifying 
glass, as he inspected the 
coins in his vast collec-
tion, and occasionally give 
him a nod of approval as 
he presented me with the 
newest addition to the col-

lection. Once, peering over my 
father’s shoulder as he cleaned 
the most recent newcomer, I 
asked him to identify his fa-
vorite coin. With a smile, he 
turned to a box shelved out 
of sight in the corner of the 
room, and carefully pulled out 
a small browning penny in a 
plastic capsule. Inspecting it 
in my hands, I frowned at my 
father’s choice. It did not shine 
with the brilliance of the Gold 
American Eagle coin or con-

tain the same intricate designs 
of the British India Queen Vic-
toria rupee. Tracing my fin-
gers over the smooth, dulled 
face of the old penny, I no-
ticed that Lincoln was faded, 
his distinct features no lon-
ger distinguishable, appearing 
solely as a outlined form. My 
dad explained that this was a 
1914 D Wheat Penny, and that 
even with abrasions, its wear 
from decades of circulation, it 
was more valuable than any of 
the sparkling coins that lined 
the walls of the small room. I 
looked up in shock; they were 
brilliant coins that lined the 
walls, the shiniest coins, brand 
new, never circulated and nev-
er touched. They were com-
memorative coins: celebrating 
the giant panda or Apollo 11 
or the Beatles. But they were 
coins without stories. Molded 
to perfection and shined to 
unnatural extents, they bore 
no scar of adventure, having 
never journeyed beyond the 
confines of their plastic cas-
ing. They were created to be 
seen, admired in windows, and 
could be reproduced with the 
click of a button.

But that discolored little 
penny, like a wayward traveler, 
has wandered through decades 
and milestones and tragedies, 
gaining scars with every ad-
venture. It was not made for 
admiration, but has gained 
a value throughout its life-
time that only those who have 
evolved without eyes can see.

Editor’s Note: This editorial 
was originally submitted for an 
assignment in Mrs. Archibald’s 
AP Literature class. 

“Love Has Evolved Without Eyes”  
A Senior’s nostalgic ref lection upon a lost summer charm 

“My Dad explained that this was a 1914 
Wheat Penny, and that even with abra-
sions, it was more valuable than any of 

the sparkling coins that lined the walls” 
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Four “LC superfans” watch Loomis take on St. Paul’s

Shoppers barge into the store at the beginning of a “Black Friday” sale

Loomis Chaffee Log

OP-ED
In Defense of Our Pelican Pride

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sure do love the attention) 
the majority of athletes will 
say “no.” The honest truth is: 
students play sports for the 
love of the game, not for how 
many people are in the stands. 
Never once have I heard a 
Loomis athlete-
--at any lev-
el--- complain 
about a lack of 
attendance at 
their games.  

H o w e v e r , 
on the few oc-
casions that 
there are a 
large amount 
of students 
attending a 
game, it can really make a dif-
ference. The one (and only) 
example I need is the LC 
community’s response to the 
Varsity Volleyball team and 
their incredible run to the 
New England finals. For their 
quarter-final match where 
they hosted Hotchkiss, rough-
ly 100 fans---at least half 
of them fellow students--- 
packed Olcott Gym to see LC 

take down the bearcats 3-2. 

When StuActs offered a 
“fanbus” to see Volleyball 
take on St. Paul’s in the New 
England Semi-finals held 
at Taft, I was doubtful on 
how many students (if any) 

would sacrifice their pre-
cious saturday afternoons to 
travel an hour just to watch 
a volleyball game. I, along 
with fellow LCVB “superfans” 
Dennis Joyce ‘14, Jeremy 
Bogle ‘14 and Tripp Miller 
‘14, was pleasantly surprised 
to see a group of forty fellow 
students joining us on the 
journey. With Dennis (a.k.a 
“The Wizard”) leading the 

cheers, the forty of us, along 
with the twenty-or-so faculty 
members and parents who 
also came, bonded together 
to support this incredibly 
talented team. LCVB defeated 
St. Paul’s, 3-1, to advance 
to LC’s first New England 

Volleyball 
Champi-
onship. 
While 
we may 
never 
know for 
sure how 
much 
effect we 
“super-
fans” 
actually 
had on 

the game, Coach Dyreson 
and his team certainly rallied 
behind our infectious cheer-
ing and certainly gave the 
team an invaluable home-
court advantage. If that isn’t 
enough of a case for “pelican 
pride”, then I’m not sure what 
is.

 

my opinion, that is just pure 
fallacy, folks. Black Friday is 
the reason we take the t ime 
to gorge ou rselves  a rou nd 
people that annoy the heck 
out of us. Who doesn’t love 
the excitement of waiting in 
a three and a half hour l ine 
to sta mpede into Wa lmar t 
a nd snatch a  t went y eig ht 
cents towel out of the prying 
ha nd s of  a not her  shopper 
trained for war? Black Friday 
is not just a day full of sales, 
but a way of life, a culmina-
tion to a year’s worth of me-
ticulous research and prepa-
ration. It separates the aver-
age shopper f rom t he el ite 
shopper. It unmasks, rather 
blu nt ly  at  most  ju nc t ions , 
who wi l l stop at nothing to 
purchase an overpriced f lat 
screen TV that in reality has 
not  d ropped less  i n pr ice . 
A success f u l  c u s tomer  on 

Black Friday is clearly a suc-
cessful person and shopping 
on this magical day teaches 
core sk i l ls  and va lues t hat 
cannot be taught any where 
else .  On ly t he most excel-
lent shoppers have perfected 
t heir ag i l it y f rom snea k i ly 
and cheeki ly grabbing their 
prized item out of the hands 
of the unlucky v ict ims, the 
wea ker ones.  The menta l ly 
tou g h  a re  t ho s e  w ho  c a n 
and wil l force themselves to 
push through stressfu l and 
overwhelming situations in-
volv i ng a  massive a mou nt 
of people. It is this par t of 
Black Friday that truly tests 
one’s character and br ings 
o u t  t h e  a b s o lu t e  b e s t  i n 
many citizens.

All over the country shop-
pers were so fueled with en-
ergy for Black Friday that 
deadly fights broke out in 
almost every state, demon-

strating the true American 
spirit of consumerism and 
patriotism, and the generos-
ity in taking what you want 
out of the hands of others. 
We all  know that with every 
great adventure comes severe 
risks, evidenced by the death 
of four shoppers and the in-
juries of 47.  Pelicans: do not 
miss the next Black Friday 
opportunity. You will learn 
amazing things about your-
self during this magical time 
of the year. And I emphasize 
magical, where you really do 
acquire traits you thought 
you never had. Like I said be-
fore, this one day of the year 
deeply reveals one’s charac-
ter, and more importantly, 
the resilience of America: 
the land of opportunity and 
crazy-good savings.  

The Brightest of the 
Bright Sides of America

ALLISON YEH ‘15

H&M, the world ’s sec-
ond largest clothing 
retailer, has planned to 

provide a living wage for gar-
ment workers in Bangladesh. 
Offering roughly $66 per year, 
Bangladeshi garment workers  
currently earn very low wages 
that can barely be considered 
livable. Noticing the dangerous 
living conditions after the col-
lapse of the Rana Plaza, a gar-
ment factory in Bangladesh, 
H&M signed a legally binding 
agreement to aid the lives of the 
people working in garment fac-
tories. Although the seriousness 
of H&M’s magnanimous prom-
ise has been put in question by 
some in the public, the store’s 
goal to fund a fair living wage 
for 850,000 textile workers by 
2018 will hopefully prove plau-
sible. One of H&M’s first steps 
is to support the factory owners 
by a Fair Wage Method, which 
will be implemented in 2014. 
In adhering to the Fair Wage 
Method, H&M states how they 
will evaluate three factories (two 
in Bangladesh and one in Cam-
bodia) by next summer, in the 

hopes of further increasing the 
wage. Since H&M also promised 
t o  s o u r c e 
1 0 0 %  o f 
their prod-
uc t s  f rom 
B a n g l a -
desh in the 
n e x t  f i v e 
y e a r s ,  i t 
will ensure 
t h e  g a r -
ment  f a c-
tories more 
i n c o m e , 
and there-
fore  more 
money for 
t he  work-
ers. Beyond 
t he  s tore , 
H&M a lso 
w i s h e s  t o 
s e e  m o r e 
g o v e r n -
m e n t  i n -
volvement. 
T he  s tore 
p r o p o s e s 
that there should be a lega l 
minimum wage, which would 
be reviewed annually. Last ly, 

for the factory employees, H&M 
plans to start running vocation-

al training this year to ensure 
that each future employee will 
earn a wage that accurately re-

f lects his skill level and so that 
he or she will know his or her 

own rights and responsibilities. 
This detailed plan of H&M truly 
exhibits the company’s level of 

seriousness towards the issue, 
they tackle al l aspects of the 

problem, the fac-
tory owners: the 
government, the 
employee s ,  a nd 
t he s tore it sel f , 
w it h a  rea l i s t ic 
goa l  to  ach ieve 
in the next three 
years.

In terms of the 
store’s commit-
ment, Women’s 
Wear Daily high-
lights how H&M 
has recently 
agreed to no lon-
ger use angora 
wool due to com-
plaints by animal 
rights activists. 
This smaller act 
shows how com-
mitted H&M is 
to finding moral 
grounds. Even 
though some 
could interpret 

that the retail store is simply 
searching for publicity, the com-
pany is still trying, nonetheless, 

to make a difference. H&M is 
even willing to increase their re-
tail prices if it means increasing 
the wages of the garment labor-
ers. The clothing giant’s plan of 
action is beneficial for consum-
ers, as they will now know that 
their money is going someplace 
useful. Lydia DePhillis from the 
Washington Post argues that 
H&M doesn’t designate a set 
amount of money that they will 
give the factory owners, and 
that the store’s plan discusses 
the wage on a scale of their Fair 
Wage Method, but does not in-
form us of the specific amount 
of money they are willing to of-
fer. Although a true statement, 
H&M’s detailed strategy, and 
most importantly their set date 
of 2018, shows that the store is 
intent on making a difference in 
the garment industry. With each 
small step, hopefully an interna-
tional company like H&M can 
make a significant impact on the 
clothing industry, and improve 
the lives of the thousands upon 
thousands of destitute workers 
living every day in utter poverty.

H&M: Haughty or Momentous? 

JOHN FURLONG ‘14HANNAH MCCARTHY POTTER ‘16

PHOTO COURTESY OF LYNN PETRILLO
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A student comments on H&M’s newly-concocted business plan

MERCE VILLAREAL ‘14 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE  LOG 
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For their Quarterfinal match against 
Hotchkiss, roughly 100 fans---at least 
half of them fellow students---packed 
Olcott Gym to see LC take down the 

Bearcats 3-2.

Is it Really a School-Wide Problem?

MERCE VILLAREAL ‘14 FOR THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE  LOG 
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                              Varsity Athletics Records (Fall Term):                          
Boys XC: 4th @ NE’s    Boys Soccer:  11-3-5     Volleyball: 17-3
Girls XC: 5th @ NE’s    Girls Soccer:  13-2-2    Water Polo: 11-6
Football: 6-3                 Field Hockey: 10-6

Boys
Hockey

Kelsey Duffy ‘15
Staff Writer

As colder weather moves 
in, the chill of the fall 
air has been replaced by 

brisk winter winds.  The football 
field and meadows lie under a 
bed of snow, and the baseball and 
lacrosse fields wait for spring to 
reveal their green grass again.  
However, one athletic facility 
is more bustling than ever: the 
rink. 

Home to four teams through-
out the winter season, it seems 
as if the hockey rink is always 
hosting a practice or a game.  But 
one hockey team is perhaps the 
most dedicated to making the 
upcoming season their best one 
yet.  Boy’s Varsity Ice Hockey ap-
proaches the 2013- 2014 season 
with high energy and passion for 
the game. 

 Made up of 23 players total, the 
team has welcomed five new faces 
this year.  Eric Benshadle ’15 says 
“Even though I’m new this year I 
feel like I’ve been on the team as 
long as anyone else; there’s already 
a great team environment”. 

Many of the players partici-
pated in AP weights this fall, a 
program designed and supervised 
by Head Coach JR Zavisa in order 
for the team to get in shape for the 
winter season.  “It really helped 
with getting to know the team, 
and starting the camaraderie up 
early,” says Eric. 

  The hockey team may just be 
the closest team on campus.  On 
gamedays, you might notice a ta-
ble jam- packed with guys wear-

ing coat and tie- it’s the team, pre-
paring for that afternoon’s match.  
“We do everything together,” says 
Ben Sharf ’15.  “We eat all our 
meals together… It’s like a broth-
erhood”.

Following the successful 2012- 
2013 campaign last year, the team 
hopes to improve their record this 
season. 

Captain Thomas Chateauvert 
’14 says, “We came really close to 
obtain a spot in the playoffs last 
year, but unfortunately, we lost 
our last game so I believe that this 
year, all the returners still have 
this frustrating memory in mind 
and aspire to make the playoffs”. 

At the end of Thanksgiving 
break, the team participated in a 
Jamboree at St. Paul’s, putting the 
season in full swing for the weeks 
ahead.  Then, after an extremely 
close loss in overtime at the sea-
son home opener on Saturday, 
December 7, the team says they 
appreciate Loomis’s support and 
all the Superfans.  Ben and Eric 
both agree that the hockey fans 
are the best supporters on cam-
pus, but they could always use 
more people on the bleachers.  
“We want you guys to stick with 
us, we really appreciate all of your 
support,” they both say.	

Determined to surpass last 
year’s impressive 13-11 record (a 
complete turn around from the 
previous year’s of 2- 23), LC hock-
ey is gearing up for an intense and 
exiting season. 

 “As long as we work hard, we 
can grow into a great hockey 
team,” Zach Giuttari ’15.  Hockey 
fans all over the island can 
look forward to seeing the 
successes of this year’s im-
pressive group of dedicated 
athletes.  

Girls
Squash

Maddie Brown ‘15
Staff Writer

The  g i r l s  o f  L o om i s 
Chaffee varsity squash 
are back. Having tried 

out before Thanksgiving Break, 
the team is now ready to crush 
their competition this season. 
This year, the team consists of 

nine girls: four seniors, two ju-
niors and three sophomores. The 
returners from last year include 
senior Alex Moreno and junior 
Gaby Foti will lead the group as 
team captains. Claudia Lampre-
cht, a new sophomore, earned 
her spot on varsity this year. For-
merly playing on JV, Seniors Zoe 
Miller, Mackey Dubay, Elizabeth 
Weathers and Shirley Francois 
all climbed up the ladder to earn 
a spot on Varsity for this winter 
season. Esme Mejia is returning 
from Varsity, and Dania is join-
ing the Varsity squad once again 
after serving as team manager 
due to an injury last year.

“I love our team!,” said captain 
Gaby Foti. Having nine players 
on varsity this year, the compe-
tition to play has definitely in-
creased. Challenge matches, in 
which two players close to each 
other on the ladder compete, help 
decipher who will play come the 
next match, but Gaby describes 
all these matches as “healthy 
competition, everyone shows 
good sportsmanship”. With 
smaller gaps between the abilities 
of players on the team, the girls 
on the varsity squash team are 
strengthening and learning from 
one another.

So far the squash team has had 
one scrimmage against West-
minster, Suffield Academy and 
Kingswood Oxford on Wednes-
day December 4, and a match the 
following Saturday against West-
minster.

With Dania Haughton, Gaby 
Foti and Claudia Lamprecht all 
unable to play on December 4, 
Esme Mejia stepped up to the 
plate and played second for the 
team. Not used to playing this 
position, Esme “went in and tried 
her best. She truly fought for ev-

ery point”.
For their first official match, 

Loomis challenged Westminster 
on Saturday December 7. Despite 
the Pelicans’ 0-7 loss, their team 
grew and showed their strengths 
throughout this match. Senior 
Mackey Dubay rallied for five 
games against her Westminster 
opponent, showcasing her im-
pressive resilience and stamina. 
Missing two varsity players on 
Saturday, the girls fought on, and 
showed true promise for the sea-
son ahead.

Coming in as a new sopho-
more last year, Gaby Foti de-
scribes how the team gave her a 
place to belong. “When I was new 
they welcomed me, and made me 
feel part of the team, like I had a 
place.”

According to Gaby, all the 
girls on the team really support 
each other on and off the court, 
through grueling game days and 
late night practices. “I don’t know 
how I would do it without these 
girls by my side. We all push and 
support one another.”

So the next time you hear that 
squash is not a team sport, think 
again. The girls of Loomis Chaffee 
varsity squash only grow stronger 
from one another’s’ presence. 

Log Staff Report

To say the LC Girls Var-
sity Volleyball team had a 
“successful” year would be 

a massive understatement. When 
speaking about the team at the 
Fall Varsity Awards Tea, Coach 
Jef f Dyreson put it 
bluntly:  “this was the 
most successful Vol-
leyball team Loomis 
Chaffee has ever seen”. 

After graduating 
only four seniors from 
a 2012 squad that fin-
ished the season ranked 
#7 in New England, 
there were certainly 
high hopes for the 2013 
campaign. Led by Se-
nior: Maxine Offaeli, 
Kayla Schreibstein, and 
Sarah Regan, the 2013 
squad proved to New 
England that they were 
a force to be reckoned 
with by beating Phillips 
Andover, 3-2, for LC’s first victory 
over the Big Blue in Coach Dyre-
son’s 13 year tenure. 

After taking down Choate by a 
resounding score of 3-0, an unde-
feated LC squad ascended to the 
#1 ranking in New England for the 
first time in school history. Despite 
a 3-2 loss to Phillips Exeter only 
three days later, the girls would 
hold on to the #1 ranking until 
their rematch with Choate in mid-
October. 

Despite losing that match, and 
subsequently the #1 ranking, by a 

score of 3-1, the Pelicans won their 
final eight regular season games to 
finish the season ranked #2 in New 
England. 

Matched up against perennial 
powerhouse Hotchkiss in the NE 
Quarterfinals, a resilient LC squad 
fought back from a 1-0 deficit to 

defeat the Bearcats in five sets. In 
the Semifinals, the team travelled 
to Taft to play St. Paul’s, the very 
school that eliminated LC from 
the playoffs last year. With a star 
studded team that included Alie 
Rusher, the reigning New England 
MVP, defeating the pelicans (yes 
St. Paul’s has the same mascot as 
us) was a daunting task, partially 
due to the fact that the semifinal 
match would be the teams’ first 
meeting of the season. 

After Loomis took set one, St. 
Paul’s handed LC its worst set loss 

of the season by a score of 25-9. 
These girls easily could have folded 
after such a drubbing, but that just 
wasn’t what this team was about. 
The resilient LC squad, backed by a 
crowd of over fifty “LC superfans” 
that made the trek down to Taft for 
the match, won the next two sets to 

advance to the NE 
Final against a fa-
miliar foe- Choate. 

The teams had 
split the two meet-
ings this season, and 
all in attendance in 
the Taft gymnasium 
that Sunday after-
noon anticipated 
the “rubber match” 
would be just as in-
tense. They weren’t 
disappointed. With 
an even larger 
crowd of superfans 
cheering them on, 
a spirited Loomis 
squad took the first 

set from the reigning New 
England Champs; but after Choate 
took the second set to make it 1-1, 
the title was up for grabs. 

After an unlucky bounce cost 
LC the third set, Choate came out 
firing in the fourth set and never 
looked back, taking the match---
and their second straight champi-
onship--- 3-1. 

“That loss doesn’t take anything 
away from this season”, coach 
Dyreson noted about the champi-
onship game loss to Choate. “[It] 
just leaves one last first for future 
teams to strive towards.”

Boys 
Basketball

Madison Peterson-Porta ‘15
Sports Editor

Opening the 2013-2014 
season with a defeat of 
Deerfield Academy, the 

Loomis Chaffee Boys Varsity 
Basketball team has shown that 
they are a force to be reckoned 
with. Although the team is made 
up of mostly newcomers with 
only two returning seniors, the 
cohesiveness of the players act-
ing as one unit allows for high 
expectations to be set and met 
during the rest of the season. 

This year, there are five post 
graduates: Austin Cave, Jacob 

Magnusson, Liam Farley, Mala-
chi Hoskins, and Austin James, 
two seniors: Isaac Simons and 
Captain Pat Dickert, three ju-
niors: Michael Kim, Chris Tor-
res, and William Hanson, one 
sophomore: Mark Byrne, and 
one freshman: Chris Eun. Of-
fensively, the team has prac-
ticed long and hard together 
to know each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses.  

In the last game against 
Deerfield, four players scored 
double-digit points and three 

others players contributed 
seven points total, ultimately 
leading to the win against 
Deerfield.  

One of the key strengths of 
this team is relying heavily on 
rotation when in the zone de-
fense.  This rotation requires 
constant movement but allows 
for help to be given consistent-
ly whenever needed.  Though 
the team isn’t perfect yet, Cap-
tain Pat Dickert “expects that 
we’ll be dangerous on the de-
fensive end.”

Leading the team offensively 
is Liam Farley. He is the high-
est scorer on the team, making 
him almost invaluable on the 
court. 

Defensively, Pat Dickert 
and Mark Byrne are the pri-

mary perimeter 
defenders,  Pat 
recording five 
steals during 
the last game 
with Deerfield 
and sophomore 
Mark Byrne hav-
ing three steals 
off the bench 
against Belmont 
Hill, with Austin 
Cave standing as 
a solid presence 
in the middle 
earning nine re-
bounds and five 
blocks. This tri-
umvirate repre-
sents one of the 
tightest defend-
ing units that 
Loomis Chaffee 
could ask for this 
season.  Not only 
can they block 
shots and steal 
passes, but they 
can also make 

baskets as well.   
Although winter has just 

begun, LC Boys Varsity Bas-
ketball has practiced long and 
hard in order to make this a 
winning season. Alex Smith 
‘14 comments, “I can’t wait to 
watch some games!! It’s going 
to be so exciting!” 

Go get ‘em boys!

LC Volleyball Makes Historic Run To NE Final

By Alexandra Smith ‘14
Sports Editor

The state of Connecticut 
has been buzzing for 
the past week after the 

U C o n n  M e n’s 
Basketball team 
beat number No. 
15  F lor id a  on 
Monday, Decem-
ber 2nd. The most 
highly anticipated 
game of the regu-
lar season packed 
Gampel Pavilion, 
on the Univer-
sity of Connecti-
cut, Storrs Cam-
pus. The game 
broke Florida’s 
f ive-game win-
ning streak and 
al lowed UConn 
to remain unde-
feated.

The Huskies 
were down by 
three with 33 sec-
onds left when 
they were able to 
grab two offen-
sive rebounds and 
position Shabazz 
Napier to score a 
three-pointer. Na-
pier was by far the 
game’s standout, 
scoring 26 points 
while also hitting the game win-
ning shot at the buzzer.

“Growing up I wanted to be 
Superman. Everyone wants to 

be a hero,” he said, surrounded 
by adoring UConn students and 
fans. “I just felt I was fortunate 
enough to be in the right spot at 
the right time.” After hitting the 
game winning shot, Napier ran 

into the student section and was 
embraced by hundreds of ador-
ing fans.

“It was a once in a lifetime ex-
perience. I know that sounds cli-
ché but it was,” says UConn fresh-
man Ashley Mulryan. “Buzzer 
beaters rarely happen and just 
being apart of the atmosphere 

at Gampel when that 
shot went in, and for 
the game in general, is 
something I will never 
forget, even if it was 
just a regular season 
game.”

New Head Coach 
Kevin Ollie also 
couldn’t be more proud 
of his star player, espe-
cially since he started 
off the season with 
major critics who were 
huge fans of his prede-
cessor, the legendary 
Jim Calhoun. “Sha-
bazz was phenomenal,” 
said Ollie. “When we 
needed the big shot he 
hit it. When we needed 
the big play he made it. 
... He is one of the big-
time players to wear 
the jersey and walk on 
the floor at Gampel Pa-
vilion.”

UConn hopes to 
continue their win-
ning streak by beating 
Stanford on December 
18th. 

Let’s go Huskies!

Shabazz Napier for the Win!
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LC Superfans Storm the Court

UConn Guard Shabazz Napier 

Varsity Basketball Captain Pat Dickert 


